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Happy 40th Spokane Clean Air;, 1969-2009

e go back a few decades.

And now, at forty, we take

a moment to celebrate our
“ruby” anniversary by remembering
some of the history that got us here.
In 1969, even before the U.S. En-
vironmental Protection Agency was
created, the Agency was born as the
Spokane County Air Pollution Con-
trol Authority. In 2007, we changed
our name to Spokane Regional Clean
Air Agency.

During the early years, our tasks
were figuring out what was in the air
and where it was coming from. This
was done mainly through chemistry
and visual observations as air quality
monitoring equipment was expensive
and difficult to maintain. Two obvi-
ous sources of air pollution were the
black smokestacks of industry and the
rampant outdoor burning of residen-
tial and commercial garbage.

In reviewing archived photos and
articles from the late 1960s, it’s re-
markable how far
we’ve come in
cleaning up our
air. Today, our air
quality meets all
health-based stan-
dards. In 2005, we
were removed from “nonattainment”

et )

1969~20049

WORKING WITH YOU
FOR CLEAN AIR

In 1969, there were a couple of air quality monitoring locations, including the one

pictured above on the roof of the Crown Zellerbach warehouse, near Freya St.
and Ferry Ave. The photo on the left is from 1969 and one the right is the site today.
The current air monitoring network consists of nine sites, including new sites in
Spokane Valley, Liberty Lake, Airway Heights, and Deer Park.

status by the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency. Since then, we
have remained in attainment of all
federal clean air standards.

Soot covered buildings are a thing
of the past, as industry installed so-
phisticated air pollution control tech-
nologies. Technology has also made
our cars much cleaner and our wood
stoves less polluting and more effi-
cient. Most of our well-traveled dirt
roads have been paved and burning
natural vegetation has been phased-
out in our cities, towns and urban
growth areas. Businesses are support-
ing commute trip reduction programs
by encouraging employees to find
new ways to get to work. The com-
munity is working together to secure
funding to make our great city more
bicycle- and pedestrian-friendly.

This isn't to say our work is done. A

new, more stringent federal standard
for PM, . — fine particles like soot and
smoke — was established in late 2006
and more recently, the acceptable
limits for ground-level ozone (smog)
were reduced to be more protective of
public health. As our area grows, add-
ing more people, cars and businesses
to our airshed, we'll continue to face
challenges to keep air quality within
federal, health-based standards.

To continue our progress and maintain
healthful air quality, we will need the
continued involvement of our residents
and business owners. The daily choices
we each make have a collective impact
on the quality of the air we share now
and for the next40 years. W

/%,‘ézam 0. Deoyra it

Bill Dameworth, Director




ON THE AIR

Air Quality Snapshots: THEN - 5\

pokane Regional Clean Air Agency marks its fortieth year of working with you for cleanair. We’d like to share some
“then & now” highlights with you from the last four decades, including some archived photos.

Whenthe Agency firstbegan its work,
“there was a disagreeable brown haze
covering the city,” according to Fred
Shiosaki, the Agency’s first director.

Industrial Emissions - Belching
smokestacks discolored buildings.
Industrial and commercial sources of
air pollution were the initial focus for
clean-up. This was a large undertaking
for most industries, as air pollution
control equipment had to be designed
for each process, ordered, shipped,
and installed. Over the years, new equipment and improved operations have dramatically reduced air pollution from the
commercial sector, which now accounts for less than 20 % of air pollution sources.

Outdoor Burning - Smoke, soot and
odors from outdoor burning were the
source of many citizen complaints.
Backyard burning was common as was
burning piles of construction debris.

Residents burned trash outdoors until 1969, when this practice was banned and garbage collection services were expanded.
When commercial businesses were no longer allowed to burn, dumpsters were purchased and businesses began recycling
cardboard. Today, outdoor burning for disposal is limited to natural vegetation and only in outlying areas of the county on
designated days. Natural vegetation is picked up at curbside in many areas and accepted at area recycling/transfer stations.

Transportation - Vehicles continue to
be the largest contributor to air pollu-
tion. In the mid 1970s, unleaded gaso-
line became available and catalytic
converters were installed on vehicles.

In the mid 1980s, the state initiated
its vehicle emissions testing program
to reduce carbon monoxide pollution. The area continued to see wintertime carbon monoxide problems at levels which
exceeded federal, health-based standards, therefore, in the early 1990s, an oxygenated fuel program was introduced, which
required a oxygenate additive in gasoline during the winter months. The program was a success and after five years, the
program was discontinued as new automobile technology was able to do the job without oxygenated fuels.

Each of us has the ability to improve air quality. Learn how you can help us work on the challenges ahead by visiting our
webpage: www.spokanecleanair.org. We also have a free Pollution Prevention Consultation Program for interested
businesses. For details, call477-4727,ext. #114. &






