Graham Road Landfill

Structural Fire Debris Management Guidance

When a structure is damaged or destroyed by fire, proper handling of fire debris is critical
to protect public health, comply with regulatory requirements, and ensure a safe path
toward rebuilding. The following steps are recommended to help property owners safely
manage structural fire debris, address demolition and cleanup activities, and properly
dispose of waste.

1. Protect your health and safety

Do not attempt to clean up structural fire debris or ash on your own. Fire debris can contain
hazardous materials that may pose serious health risks if disturbed or handled improperly.

2. Obtain an asbestos survey

Contact a certified building inspector or licensed asbestos abatement company to conduct
an asbestos survey of the fire-damaged structure and debris. In most cases, a
comprehensive grid-pattern survey of the affected property is required.

3. If no asbestos is found

If the survey confirms that no asbestos-containing materials are present, the fire debris may
be disposed of as regular solid waste. However, a copy of the asbestos survey certifying
the absence of asbestos must accompany each load delivered to a WM landfill.

4. Remove hazardous materials

Consult a licensed hazardous waste contractor or an authorized agency before removing
hazardous materials - propane tanks, gasoline, chemicals, paints, or other hazardous
substances. Hazardous materials must be managed separately from other fire debris.

B. If asbestos is found

If asbestos-containing materials are identified during the survey, property owners are
strongly encouraged to hire a certified asbestos abatement contractor or licensed
demolition contractor. These professionals are trained to safely remove, package,
document, transport, and dispose of asbestos-containing materials in accordance with
applicable regulations.
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6. If no asbestos survey is performed

If an asbestos survey is not completed, all structural fire debris must be treated as
asbestos-containing material when transported to a WM landfill. In this case, all debris must
meet asbestos packaging and labeling requirements, including the following:

e Adequately wet material

Asbestos-containing material must be adequately wetted, as required by regulation,
prior to packaging to minimize the release of airborne fibers.

e Double-bagged material (55-gallon maximum)

e Material must be double-bagged in 6-mil plastic bags.

e Each bag must be properly sealed.

e Each bag must be labeled in accordance with regulatory requirements. (See label
requirements below)

e Burrito-wrapped material
Large debris that cannot be bagged must be:

e Double-wrapped in reinforced 6-mil plastic.
e Properly sealed with glued and taped seams to prevent leakage during
transportation and unloading.
e Each burrito-wrap must be labeled in accordance with regulatory
requirements. (See label requirements below)
o Note: Any burrito-wrapped asbestos-containing material arriving at a
WM landfill that is not double-wrapped with reinforced 6-mil plastic
and properly labeled may be rejected.

e Material labeling
Each bag or burrito-wrapped load must be labeled.

o Labels must include:

DANGER
CONTAINS ASBESTOS FIBERS
MAY CAUSE CANCER
CAUSES DAMAGE TO LUNGS
DO NOT BREATHE DUST
AVOID CREATING DUST
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Waste shipment record form
Each load must be accompanied by a Waste shipment record form. Waste shipment

record forms can be obtained by contacting the Graham Road Landfill or WM
Builders Direct.

7. Consider hiring qualified professionals

Certified asbestos abatement contractors and demolition professionals are familiar with all
applicable requirements for handling, packaging, labeling, transporting, and disposing of
structural fire debris. Hiring qualified professionals can help ensure regulatory compliance
while reducing risks to property owners and the public.

8. Helpful resources

For additional information, please visit the following websites:

FEMA - Salvaging Damaged Family Treasures:
https://www.fema.gov/sites/default/files/documents/fema after-fire 082023.pdf
Spokane County Emergency Management:
https://www.spokanecounty.gov/5498/Emergency-Management

Spokane Regional Clean Air Agency: https://spokanecleanair.org
Spokane Regional Clean Air Certified Asbestos Contractors List:
https://spokanecleanair.org/asbestos/asbestos-service-providers/
WM Residential Fire Debris Disposal Information:
https://www.wmnorthwest.com/landfill/grahamroad/

WM Contact Information:

509-244-0151
Graham Road Recycling and Disposal - wmnorthwest.com

Graham Road Landfill WM Builders Direct
1820 S Graham Road 1-800-963-4050
Medical Lake, WA 99022 Email: pbuilder@wm.com
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