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Spring Burning: Rec Fire Rules

Spring weather entices us outside to relish in the
sunshine and fresh air. For some, gathering around a
backyard fire pit with friends and family is just the ticket
to welcome in Spring. It's important to learn before you
burn.

Recreational 'Rec’ fires include fire pits and
manufactured, portable devices such as fire bowls, fire
rings, and chimneas. Cooking fires and campfires are
also considered recreational fires. These fires may be
allowed throughout Spokane County if specific
are met and if temporary or seasonal restrictions are not in effect. Restrictions can be
issued based on fire danger and air quality conditions.

Spring Air Isn't Always Fresh Air

While Spokane Clean Air receives air quality and odor complaints year-round, there can be a noticeable
uptick in complaints during the Spring as people are opening windows and spending more time outdoors.
These complaints are typically related to odors (of all kinds) and smoke from outdoor burning. If a strong
and persistent odor or smoke is preventing you from enjoying your personal property, you have rights.
You can take the following steps to file an air quality complaint.

e Call (509)-477-4727. If calling after hours, leave a message. You will be prompted to provide the
location of the incident, the date and time it was first detected, along with other information.

e Use our Online Complaint form

Read more about smoke, odors and other air quality concerns here.

Avoid Asbhestos Exposure During Spring DIY Projects

Every Spring, we talk about asbestos as homeowners undertake DIY
projects they've been planning all winter. Asbestos was used in many
building materials because of its durable, insulating, and fireproofing
characteristics.

The health concern arises when asbestos-containing products are damaged or destroyed which releases
harmful, microscopic asbestos fibers. When inhaled, these fibers can lead to serious health outcomes,
including lung cancer, asbestosis, and mesothelioma. It is crucial to understand where asbestos might be
in your home before starting any renovation or demolition projects. Details on the asbestos requirements
and guidance documents can be found



https://spokanecleanair.org/
https://spokanecleanair.org/
https://spokanecleanair.org/burning/burn-restrictions/
http://spokanecleanair.org/file-an-air-quality-complaint
https://spokanecleanair.org/air-quality/
http://spokanecleanair.org/asbestos

Dish Technologies Earns the 2026 Clean Air Award

We are thrilled to announce that Dish Technologies Spokane is the 2026 Clean
Air Award winner! The company received this distinction for its work to reduce
harmful, toxic diesel emissions from its backup, emergency generators. Read
more about Dish Technologies' efforts and our annual Clean Air Award
program.

Diesel Particulate in Washington

Diesel particulate matter contains harmful chemicals and is considered the
most harmful air pollutant in Washington state.

So where does diesel particulate matter come from? Mainly from
transportation, such as trucks, buses, and trains. Diesel emissions can
also come from stationary sources, such as emergency or back-up generators.

Spokane Clean Air regulates large stationary sources of diesel emissions, like commercial-sized
emergency generators and rock crushers. We issue sources permits to operate under specific conditions
to limit their emissions. The Washington State Department of Ecology is the primary agency regulating
diesel emissions from mobile sources in our state. The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency establishes
national standards for diesel engine emissions limits.

about our work to reduce emissions from commercial and industrial facilities in Spokane
County.

Clean Air Month: Community Voices
This May, we're celebrating Clean Air Month by highlighting voices from across our community.

Local leaders from industry, sports, parks, business, education, tourism, and public health are sharing
short video messages about why clean air matters—from their perspectives and in their own words.

Together, these voices show how clean air:

Supports healthy lives
Strengthens our local community
Makes outdoor recreation possible
Protects future generations

Throughout May, watch the videos on our website and Facebook channel to hear how clean air impacts
the places we love and the work we do every day.

Clean Air Matters.

Final Call for K-5 Poster Entries

Calling all Spokane County artists in grades K-5! Our April 15th deadline is
quickly approaching for our Clean Air Month poster contest.

Finalists will be selected for prizes and recognition! And everyone who
enters will receive a coupon for a slice of pizza from Pizza Pipeline!

Please view the flyer and submission requirements

All entrants will receive a coupon for a slice of pizza, courtesy of Pizza Pipeline!

About Spokane Clean Air

We work to protect and improve air quality throughout Spokane County. Our programs include air quality
monitoring, business permitting, complaint response and enforcement, and education and outreach.
Learn more about our work at SpokaneCleanAir.org.

Stay connected



https://spokanecleanair.org/for-business/recognition/
https://spokanecleanair.org/for-business/recognition/
https://spokanecleanair.org/for-business/
https://spokanecleanair.org/wp-content/uploads/2026-Poster-contest-4.pdf
https://spokanecleanair.org/about/
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