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Sl Memorandum of Understanding {MOU) between

Spokane Regional Clean Air Agency (SRCAA) and
" Rockford Fire Department {Department) for
Spﬁggfgge ’ Referrals of Unlawful Outdoor Burning in

Clean Al rAgency Spokane County.
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. Background

Outdoor burning provisions are provided for in Chapter 70.94 RCW, Chapter 173-425 WAC,
and SRCAA Regulation |, Section 6.01. Outdoor burning excludes agricultural burning, which
is governed by Chapter 173-430 WAC and SRCAA Regulation |, Section 6.11. Qutdoor
burning also excludes silvicultural burning, which is governed by Chapter 332-24 WAC.

The following are examples of unlawful outdoor burning:

* Burning prohibited materials, which includes the following: garbage, dead animals,
asphalt, petroleum products, paints, rubber products, plastics, paper (other than
what is necessary to start a fire), cardboard, treated or processed wood (other than
commercially manufactured fire logs), construction and demolition debris {any
material resulting from the construction, renovation, or demolition of buildings,
roads, or other man made structures), metal, or any substance (other than natural
vegetation or firewood) that releases dense smoke or obnoxious odors when
burned, or normally releases toxic emissions when burned.

e Residential burning, except in locations where fire protection authorities, the
conservation district, or the county has delegation of such burning {Fire Districts #2,
#5, #11, and #12 as of the date of this MOU). Residential burning consists of the
outdoor burning of leaves, clippings, prunings, and other yard and gardening refuse
originating on lands immediately adjacent and in close proximity to a human
dwelling.

» Fires of any kind used for debris disposal.

e Recreational fires over three feet in diameter or over two feet in height.

Burning during a curtailment. This includes burning when the fire protection
authority has declared a fire danger burn ban, unless that authority grants and
exception.

e Burning in a burn barrel.

¢ Burning without fire extinguishing equipment (e.g. charged garden hose, dirt, sand,
water bucket, shovel, fire extinguisher, etc.) at the fire.

e Burning more than one fire at a time.
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. Unlawful Outdoor Burning Referrals

A. Process — If the Department finds unlawful outdoor burning occurring, including
unlawful residential burning, it may submit a report to SRCAA for enforcement
consideration.

1. [fthe Department wants to refer a report of unlawful burning to SRCAA, the
report should contain the following information whenever possible {standard
run reports often suffice):

i. The name of the property owner, address, and telephone number
ii. The name of the person{s) who started the fire, address, and telephone
number
iii. Complete address of the fire location
iv. Description of the materials being burned
v. If prohibited materials were involved, describe the materials in detail
{e.g. 5-gal. plastic bucket, metal cans, plastic bags, etc.)
vi. Size of the pile being burned
vii. Photographs

2. Upon receiving a written report from the Department documenting an unlawful
outdoor fire, and after consulting with the Department if necessary, SRCAA will
take appropriate enforcement action {e.g., written warning, Notice of Violation,
civil penalty, etc.).

3. Department personnel may be called, if necessary, to provide testimony in any
administrative or court proceedings resulting from enforcement action taken by
SRCAA.

B. Department Response and Suppression Costs (WAC 173-425-060(6)) — If the
Department wants SRCAA to attempt to reimburse the Department for responding to,
and suppressing unlawful outdoor burning, the Department must make a referral to
SRCAA as previously described and must forward a copy of applicable incident reports
{(and any evidence) along with an invoice approved by the Department, to SRCAA.
SRCAA will attempt to recover all reasonable, actual expenses incurred by the
Department. As such, the invoice provided by the Department shall consist of the
following itemized costs:

1. Equipment costs shall be cafculated and the greater of either:
i. The current Washington State Association of Fire Chiefs Equipment rate
schedule as posted at http://www.wsafc.org/ or
ii. The actual cost of invoices presented to the Department by the
contractor for backhoe, dozer or similar equipment utilized at the
request of the Department to suppress illegal outdoor burning.
2. Personnel costs shall be calculated utilizing the Departments actual costs, as
provided on the Department’s total cost of compensation {TCC) hourly rate
schedule.

C. Enforcement — Any decision to issue a Novice of Violation for not complying with clean
air regulations and any decision to subsequently assess a civil penalty will be made
solely by SRCAA. If SRCAA assesses a civil penalty, it may include part of all of the costs
from the Department’s invoice. In addition, the civil penalty collected may be less than
the assessed civil penalty. Therefore, the Department may be reimbursed for less than

Page 2 of 3



V.

SRCAA/Department MOU for Unlawful Qutdoor Burning
September 2018

costs submitted to SRCAA on the invoice. When applicable, SRCAA will generally
reimburse the Department, in part or whole, within 90 calendar days of SRCAA
collecting a civil penalty.

Termination

It is acknowledged that this document is solely an agreement to the practices listed in this

document and may be terminated by either party by giving ten days written notice to the

other of the desire to terminate.

Request and Authorization

A. This proposal is submitted by:

27y 7 '%/ Y 7z e

Fire Chief Gary Hill, Kockford Fire Department Date
/A/ﬁ/ﬂ%/’éﬂ/ /718
Mayor Carrie Roeckjf Town of Rockford Date

B. This proposal is accepted by:

%& \\\\5\ \®
Julie Qliver, SRCAA Executive Director Y Date
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