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Response to Comment for Amendments to the
Consolidated Fee Schedule

Summary of rulemaking and response to comments

Introduction
The purpose of a Response to Comment is to:

* Provide reasons for adopting the amendments.
* Describe any differences between the proposed amendments and what was adopted.
*  Provide Spokane Regional Clean Air Agency’s (SRCAA) response to public comments.

Reason for Adopting the Fee Adjustments

Due to rising costs to administer fee-based programs and to keep fees in line with inflation, SRCAA adopted
increases to fee-based programs in the Consolidated Fee Schedule, as shown in the tables below. The fee
increases will continue SRCAAs work toward the Board’s long-standing goal of full cost recovery for fee-based
programs.

Most proposed fee increases were a 3% inflationary increase. The intent of the Air Operating Permit emission fee
increase was to align the emissions fee with the time fee. The asbestos fees were last increased in 2006. As a
result, revenue has not kept up with program costs. After discussions of budget projections and fee options with
the Advisory Council and Board of Directors, Spokane Clean Air proposed a 15% fee increase. This will not
completely resolve the budget deficit. Once the deficit is resolved, the Board will consider a smaller, routine
annual fee adjustment to minimize the burden of larger unanticipated increases.

Annual Registration Fees Current Fee
Section 10.06(B)

Facility Fee $365
Emissions Fee ($/ton) $110
Emission Point Fee ($/stack) $110

SM Fee $2,400
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Air Operating Permit Annual Fees Current Fee

Section 10.06(C)

Emissions Fee ($/ton) S75

Acid Deposition Fee $108

Notice of Construction and Portable Current Fee

Source Permit Fees
Section 10.07

Class | Base Fee $1,788
Class Il Base Fee $2,750
Class 11l Base Fee $4,510
Class IV Base Fee $9,900
Hourly Rate $108/hour

Replacement or Substantial
Alteration

2
Minimum Fee Siog h
Hourly rate »108/hour
Compliance Investigation Fee $385
Miscellaneous Fees Current
Section 10.08
Emission Reduction Credit $108/hour
Variance Request:
Filing fee $324
Hourly rate $108/hour
Alternate Opacity $108/hour
Other $108/hour
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Asbestos Fees
Section 9.09.C

Current

Asbestos-Containing Waste Material
Temporary Storage Permit application
fee

$65

Asbestos Fees
Section 10.09 Owner-occupied,
single-family residence

Current

All Demolition

$30

Asbestos Fees
Section 10.09 Not owner-occupied,
single-family residence

Current Fee

Project consists of < 10 In ft and/or <
48 sq ft of asbestos removal, but > 10
In ft and/or > 48 sq ft asbestos has
already been removed from structure
in calendar year or project WILL exceed
threshold of > 10 In ft and/or = 48 sq ft
asbestos removal from structure in
calendar year

S75

10-259 In ft and/or 48-159 sq ft
asbestos

$250%

260-999 In ft and/or 160-4,999 sq ft
asbestos

$5004

001,000 In ft and/or O 5,000 sq ft
asbestos

$1,250% 8

All Demolition

$250

Asbestos Fees
Section 10.09 Additional categories

Current Fee

Increase

15%

Increase

15%

Increase

15%

15%

15%

15%

15%

Emergency Twice the
Regular Fee
Amendment SO

8/1/24

Increase

15%

15%




Annual Notification (O 259 In ft and/or | $750 15%
[0 159 sq ft)
Alternate Asbestos Project Work Twice the 15%
Practices
Regular Fee
Demolition with Nonfriable Roofing Twice the 15%
Regular Fee
Exception for Hazardous Conditions Regular Fee 15%
Outdoor Burning Current Increase
Section 10.13
Other Outdoor Burning Permit
Review $108/hour
Fee 108/hour
Hourly Rate

Differences Between the Proposal and Adopted Consolidated Fee Schedule
There were no changes between the proposal and the August 1, 2024, Consolidated Fee Schedule adopted by
Spokane Regional Clean Air Agency Board of Directors.

Response to Comments

Spokane Regional Clean Air Agency held a public 35-day comment period, excluding one holiday. The agency
accepted comments between June 28, 2024, and August 1, 2024. A public hearing was held during the Spokane
Regional Clean Air Agency Board of Directors meeting on August 1, 2024.

Notice of comment period and hearing outreach included:

e June 28, 2024: Mailed postcard to Spokane Clean Airs registered sources, AOP, asbestos

¢ June 28 — August 1, 2024: Published on Spokane Clean Air’s website “hearings and notices” section

e June 28, 2024: Distributed by email to Spokane Clean Air’s asbestos, regulatory update and business
assistances list serves

e July 1, 2024: Email registered sources, AOP, asbestos service providers

e July 1, 2024: Published a comment period notice in the Spokesman Review

* July 28, 2024: Published a hearing notice in the Spokesman Review

* August 1,2024: Public hearing

Registered sources were invited to contact the engineering department to obtain an estimate on what the
proposed fees would look like for their facility. SRCAA did not receive any inquiries from an affected business.

Two written comments received. No oral comments were given during the public hearing.
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Written Comments:
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6/29/24, email from wmwaynemccarter@gmail.com No
more fees!
Spokane Regional Clean Air Agency (SRCAA) Response:

Thank you for your comment. With the rising costs to implement fee-based programs, the
amendments to the fee schedule are necessary to facilitate the goal of full cost recovery for
Spokane Clean Air’s fee-based programs. Spokane Clean Air has reduced program activities to

minimize costs and believes additional reductions would compromise program effectiveness.

6/29/24, email from shellies42002@gmail.com

Then you should be talking to more of the pot shops that are not complying and STINK so bad
because they are not using a good enough filter system!!

Spokane Regional Clean Air Agency (SRCAA) Response:
Thank you for your comment. This comment is outside the scope of the proposed fee increases.

Complaints from the public are an important way for Spokane Clean Air to track and respond to
air quality problems. Complaints received by the office are forwarded to the inspection staff for
follow-up. You may file a complaint when odors from marijuana producers or processors are
impacting you at your property or work. Call 509-477-4727 or visit www.SpokaneCleanAir.org.
PLEASE NOTE: We are unable to issue odor violations based on anonymous complaints.



