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Summary of rulemaking and response to comments

Introduction

The purpose of a Response to Comment is to:
* Provide reasons for adopting the amendments.
* Describe any differences between the proposed amendments and what was adopted.
*  Provide Spokane Regional Clean Air Agency’s (SRCAA) response to public comments.

Reason for Adopting the Fee Adjustments

On February 5, 2026, the SRCAA Board of Directors adopted changes to the Consolidated Fee Schedule, Sections
10.07 Notice of Construction (NOC) and Portable Source (PSP) Fees; and 10.08 Miscellaneous Fees. The SRCAA
NOC/PSP fee-based program is not at full cost recovery. SRCAA receives NOC/PSP fees only when a permit
application is submitted. Staff time on permit trainings, meetings, and business assistance is not recovered. The

Board adopted changes include increased base fees by 10% for Class II-1V; increased the hourly fee for revisions,
replacing control equipment, and SRCAA review hours beyond what the base fee covers; and adjust the
maximum number of SRCAA review hours that the base, as shown in the table below. The adopted changes will
help to bring the NOC program closer to full cost recovery.

Current Adopted, % Increase
Effective
3/7/26
Base Fee, Class | (PSP, rock crushers, etc) $1,897; $1,897; None
16 hrs 14 hrs
Base Fee, Class Il (small gas stations, paint booths, etc) $2,918; $3,210; 10%
25 hrs 23 hrs
Base Fee, Class Il (generators, boilers, baghouse, large gas stations, etc) $4,784; $5,262; 10%
42 hrs 38 hrs
Base Fee, Class IV (large, more complicated equipment) $10,503; 92 @ $11,553; 10%
hrs 83 hrs
Hourly Rate-based Fees (replacement of control equipment, NOC revision, =$114 $140 23%

variance, emission reduction credit, alternate opacity)
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Differences Between the Proposal and Adopted Consolidated Fee Schedule
There were no changes between the proposal and the February 5, 2025, Consolidated Fee Schedule adopted by
SRCAA Board of Directors.

Response to Comments

SRCAA held a public 54-day comment period, excluding three holidays. The agency accepted comments between
December 14, 2025, and February 5, 2026. A public hearing was held during the SRCAA Board of Directors
meeting on February 5, 2026.

Notice of comment period and hearing outreach included:

* December 14, 2025: Published on Spokane Clean Air’s website “hearings and notices” section

* December 14, 2025: Published a comment period notice in the Spokesman Review

* December 15, 2025: Mailed postcard to registered sources, SM and AOP

* December 15, 2025: Distributed emails to Spokane Clean Air’s regulatory update and business
assistances list serves

* December 15, 2025: Emailed registered sources, SM and AOP, agency partners, Board, AC

* January 20, 2026: Article in compliance assistance e-newsletter

* February 1, 2026: Published a hearing notice in the Spokesman Review

* February 5, 2026: Held public hearing

Four written comments received. No oral comments were given during the public hearing.

Written Comments, listed in order received:

Comment #1: 12/15/25, William Thompson, thompson6786@gmail.com

| agree with the proposal to increase NOC fees as stated in the following email excerpt from SRCAA.

Proposal to Increase NOC Fees

SRCAA is proposing an increase to the NOC fees to work toward achieving full-cost recovery for the
program. We receive NOC fees only when an NOC application is submitted, therefore staff time on
permit program trainings, meetings, and business assistance is not recovered.

Spokane Regional Clean Air Agency (SRCAA) Response: Thank you for your comment supporting the
proposed NOC/PSP fee increase as the agency works toward full cost recovery in the air quality
permitting program.
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Comment #2: 12/15/25, Andrew Northrop, andrew@spokanehardware.com

Spokane Regional Clean Air Agency has been one of the best organizations to work with. The last couple
years brought us some different business needs and we had to register with SRCAA and the process was
pain free, | can see the benefit they bring to our region and our employers, they have my full support.

Spokane Regional Clean Air Agency (SRCAA) Response: Thank you for the compliment. SRCAA staff
work hard every day to protect Spokane County’s air quality through the implementation of programs
such as registration and permitting.

Comment #3: 12/15/25, Michelle Anderson, shellies42002 @gmail.com

WHY do the fees need to be increased? Is there not enough in the budget to cover the necessary people
to do the work? What do we get for the increased fees? Projects we don't agree with NOT getting
permits? Like 5 story buildings downtown? The giant Mall downtown that we all had to pay for? The
already increased parking fees? The increased fuel and road taxes, the new Air B and B fees?

| think it's time for a whole bunch more clarity and transparency in the city budget all together!
The growth and building seems to be going REALLY well for most of the developers?

Will this include mandatory tree planting for new developments? Parks and places for kids to ride bikes
and play? Is this just about how much dust they put in the air?

How does this affect single houses VS big apartment complexes?
Thank you for all your hard work!
Have an amazing day!

Spokane Regional Clean Air Agency (SRCAA) Response: Thank you for submitting a comment. Building
permits, parking fees, fuel and road taxes, fees for Air B&B rentals, tree plantings, parks, and housing
are not within Spokane Regional Clean Air Agency jurisdiction. Please contact the City of Spokane (call
311) or your council members’ office about your concerns.

The SRCAA NOC program is required under the federal and state Clean Air Acts as a control strategy to
reduce air pollution. Prior to constructing, installing, replacing or modifying air contaminant sources,
emissions units, or air pollution control equipment in Spokane County, the owner/operator/business
must file an application and fee and receive an approved air quality permit.

NOCs are one-time air quality permits that last for the life of the permitted equipment at the facility.
Upon receipt of air quality permit application and fee, a 15-day or 30-day notice is posted on the
agency webpage. This is an opportunity for the public to provide input. You can find more information
on the NOC/PSP program and permits under review at https://spokanecleanair.org/for-business/ and
https://spokanecleanair.org/about/permits-under-review/ .

The SRCAA Board of Directors has a long-standing goal to have the agency fee-based programs run at
full cost recovery. SRCAA Board increased the NOC fees to help bring the program closer to full cost
recovery.
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Comment #4: 12/16/25, Jake Crowley, jakec@prototech.com

To whom it may concern,

We are totally against paying more for this service. The increase will affect a lot of businesses, and by
doing so, will contribute to the insanely high inflation rate in this area. We see no reasonable justification
to pay more for this service.

Thank you.

Spokane Regional Clean Air Agency (SRCAA) Response: Thank you for your comment. While SRCAA
understands the burden placed on businesses as a result of the fee increases, the Agency has also
experienced cost increases. SRCAA has taken steps to reduce program administration costs and is
always reviewing ways to provide additional value for the fees it collects. However, currently costs
continue to exceed fees collected.
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