
Recreational Fires 

Requirements
The following requirements must be followed if you 
plan to have a recreational fire.  

• Size: Fires may be no larger than three feet in 
diameter and two feet in height.

• Fuel: Only natural, dry firewood may be burned. 
Manufactured wood logs are okay. 

• Not a legal disposal method: Fires cannot be 
used for disposal of anything, including natural 
yard debris (leaves, tree/shrub prunings, etc), pa-
per waste (mail, cardboard, etc.)  

• Set-back distance: Fires must be 25 feet away 
from all structures and combustibles. This includes 
houses, decks, fences, sheds and other outbuild-
ings, etc. Spokane Clean Air can enforce a 50 foot 
setback, per state rule (WAC 173-425-050(6)(b) if 
smoke becomes a nuisance to neighbors. 

• Temporary restrictions: Restrictions on outdoor 
burning are issued by various agencies, when 
necessary. Call the Burn Info Line, (509) 477-4710, 
or visit SpokaneCleanAir.org/burn-restrictions.

• It’s not okay to smoke out your neighbors: Smoke 
is a complex mix of harmful compounds. Micro-
scopic smoke particles can get into your eyes and 
lungs, causing minor to serious health effects. 
This is why regulations on outdoor burning are 
enforced. Your fire may not produce excessive 
smoke that affects your neighbors. 

Spokane Clean Air inspectors respond to com-
plaints and enforce outdoor burning regulations. 

Restrictions - Two Types
There are two types of restrictions that can be 
placed on outdoor burning: 
• Air quality restrictions are issued by Spokane 

Clean Air when fine particle pollution is elevated 
and expected to worsen under stable weather 
conditions. Restrictions limit wood heating through 
a 2-stage system and ban all outdoor burning 
countywide. Air quality-based restrictions are 
most common in late fall and winter when weather 
patterns keep smoke particles from dispersing. 
In summer, if wildfire smoke is affecting, outdoor 
burning restrictions are typically already in place 
due to fire danger conditions.

• Fire danger restrictions are issued by state and 
local fire protection agencies. Restrictions are 
placed on outdoor burning and on most recre-
ational fires. Though the start and end dates of the 
restrictions vary year-to-year based on conditions, 
they are typically in place July into October. Fac-
tors that contribute to elevated fire danger include 
high temperatures and a lack of significant precipi-
tation. Spokane Clean Air does not issue restric-
tions based on fire danger, but we help notify the 
community and we enforce the restrictions. 

Devices allowed in Spokane County during fire 
danger restrictions
On the back are photos of the common types of 
outdoor burning devices and which ones are  
allowed during fire danger restrictions.

Recreational “rec” fires include backyard fire pits and manufactured, portable out-
door burning devices such as fire bowls, chimneas, barbecues, etc. Cooking fires and campfires 
are also considered recreational fires.  
Rec fires are allowed throughout Spokane County on private land, unless prohibited by landowner 
(e.g. rental, lease or private association.) Other requirements are listed below and must be followed. 
Fires may be restricted or banned based on fire danger or air quality, details below.BA
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Recreational Fires, Open Burning Restrictions
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Together with our fire agency partners, Spokane Clean Air encourages everyone to follow the  
outdoor burning requirements and seasonal restrictions to keep our communities and our residents safe. 

Fire danger restrictions
Fire officials restrict outdoor burning, including most 
recreational fires, during the summer months. Though the start 
and end dates of the restrictions vary year-to-year based on 
conditions, they are typically in place July into October. We list 
these restrictions at SpokaneCleanAir.org/burn-restrictions.

NOT ALLOWED during a fire danger restriction
• Recreational fires without a chimney such as a backyard fire 

pit or campfire using chopped firewood or charcoal. Fire 
bowls with removable mesh screens are not allowed. 

• All other outdoor/open burning.

ALLOWED during a fire danger restriction
• Manufactured portable outdoor devices - fireplaces, 

chimineas, barbeques and patio warmers used in 
accordance with the manufacturer’s instructions. 

• Approved fuels in allowed devices - clean and dry seasoned 
firewood, charcoal, natural gas or propane gas. 

• Designated campfires in parks and campgrounds may be 
allowed by agencies with jurisdiction.

My neighbor is burning unlawfully. Who do I call? 

Fire Danger and After Hours:  You should call your local fire 
department and keep that number readily available. According 
to fire officials, any person found conducting open burning 
who fails to take immediate action to extinguish or otherwise 
discontinue such burning when ordered or notified to do so 
shall be charged with a misdemeanor. (IFC 109; SCC 3.02). 

For unlawful burning: If someone is burning unlawfully, such 
as burning prohibited materials, burning for disposal purposes, 
burning during a burn restriction, etc., please call Spokane 
Clean Air: (509) 477-4727. If it is outside normal business 
hours (Mon-Fri, 8-4:30 pm), please leave a detailed message. 
You may also file a complaint online at SpokaneCleanAir.org/
file-an-air-quality-complaint/. 
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