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Summer air quality did not disappoint!

Spokane avoids high AQI readings amidst wildfires and heatwaves

pokane-area residents
S breathed healthier air this

past summer than during the
previous seven summers. Not a
day failed health-based air quality
standards. This is mainly credited to a
mild wildfire year for Washington and
favorable wind patterns. Statewide,
there were seven days of unhealthy
air quality during summer.

Spokane’s daily maximum PM2.5
(fine smoke particles) was on August
3rd with an Air Quality Index of 82 or
Moderate. A daily Air Quality Index
(AQI) over 100 fails the National
Ambient Air Quality Standards.

While Washington’s wildfire activity
was mild, this wasn’t the case for our
neighboring states of Oregon and
Idaho which experienced above-
average wildfires. Smoke can travel
into Spokane from nearby states and
Canada, as has happened in the past.

There were also opportunities

for smoke from two of the largest
regional wildfires to reach Spokane.
The Pioneer Fire near Lake Chelan,
roughly 150 miles from Spokane,
blazed for much of the summer. The
Swawilla Fire near Keller, about 90
miles from Spokane, was also a real
threat. But smoke, for the most part,
was steered away from Spokane or
remained aloft, creating hazy skies at
times.

In addition to wildfire smoke,
Spokane’s summer air quality

is threatened by ground-level
ozone pollution. Ozone is formed
photochemically in the atmosphere
and peaks in the late afternoon on
hot, calm summer days. Of our two
key pollutants, ozone came the
closest to failing the health-based
standard, reaching an AQI of 100 or
Moderate, on July 14th.

For now, we can appreciate the good
fortune of favorable weather patterns
that kept our air quality within health-
based standards because we know
all too well that next summer will
likely be a different story. ®
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Welcome back, readers!

€ appreciate your patience

while we took a hiatus from
this newsletter! Thank you for
sticking with us as we reintroduce
On the Air in a digital-only format.

Our goal is to provide you with
timely, informative updates on
outdoor air quality in Spokane
County, including information
about our agency and our
programs and services.

In this issue, you’ll find a summary
of how our air was spared during
the summer wildfire season. We
also share information about air
quality monitoring in Spokane, and
the various programs we have in
place to engage local schools and
students in air quality. ®

Number of days, by AQI category, that failed to meet the PM2.5 standard
due to wildfire smoke, Spokane County, 2012-2024
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https://www.youtube.com/@spokaneregionalcleanairage6805/videos

Fall 2024

Air monitoring
network expands

Air quality monitoring
expanded in Spokane
County with the addition

of 11 new monitoring sites.
The new sites feature
SensWA sensors, built by the
Washington Department of
Ecology (Ecology).

“SensWA sensors are a
cost-effective way to expand
our monitoring network,”
explained Mark Rowe, Air
Monitoring Manager at
Spokane Clean Air.

Compared to our regulatory
monitors, these sensors are
smaller, easier to maintain,
and have built-in cellular
modems that enable them
to transmit air quality data as
stand-alone devices. These
attributes give us more
options for how and where
we can install them.

The air quality monitoring
map on our website has
been updated to reflect the
new SensWA sensors added
to the network. The map
defaults to the dominant
pollutant and allows the user
to select Ozone, PM2.5, or
PM10 to see pollutant-specific
data and trends.

Expanding the Washington air
monitoring network provides
Ecology and Spokane Clean
Air with more community-
specific data and helps fill

in gaps between regulatory
monitors.

Air quality data, including

the air quality forecast, helps
residents take actions to
protect their health and the
health of those in their care. ®
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Meet our new Executive Director, April Westby

fter an industry-wide search, our Board of Directors hired April Westby as
our Executive Director, following the retirement of our previous Executive

Director, Scott Windsor.

Westby is not new to Spokane or Spokane Clean Air. A 1991 graduate of Mead
High School, she earned her Masters Degree in Environmental Engineering

from WSU in 1996. Shortly thereafter, she was hired by Spokane Clean Air as
an environmental engineer. In 2015, she was promoted to Supervisory Engi-
neer, overseeing the engineering, permitting, and technology staff.

Westby has had several stints as the Agency’s Acting Director and this involve-
ment in the Agency allows her to bring a wealth of knowledge and experience

to the position. &

About Spokane Clean Air

The Spokane Regional Clean Air

Agency is a special-purpose govern-

ment agency serving Spokane County
and its incorporated cities and towns.

We administer local, state, and federal air
quality laws and regulations and provide

programs and services to achieve our
mission to preserve, protect, and en-
hance Spokane County’s air resources
for current and future generations.

Spokane County and its cities and towns
contribute to the work we do on be-

half of their citizens through an annual
assessment. Our projected revenue for
fiscal year 2024 is $2.9 million, which
comes from: local assessments (39%),
fee-based programs (37%), federal and
state grants (14%), large facility permit
fees (7%), and penalties (2%).

Our staff of 18 work in air quality moni-
toring, engineering, compliance and en-
forcement, education and outreach,
and administration.
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Our agency is governed by a
5-member Board of Directors. In ad-
dition, a 9-member Advisory Council
provides input to staff and the board
on a variety of agency business, in-
cluding budget, programs, policies,
and priorities.

We provide many programs and
services designed to ensure clean,
healthful air quality for all Spokane
County residents.

To learn more about our programs,
visit SpokaneCleanAir.org. B

Pictured: Mark Rowe, Air Monitoring Man-
ager, explains air monitoring technology
used to measure particle pollution during
a local news media tour.


https://spokanecleanair.org/about/board-of-directors/
https://spokanecleanair.org/about/key-agency-programs/
https://spokanecleanair.org/air-quality/current-air-quality/
https://spokanecleanair.org/air-quality/current-air-quality/
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Wood heating season is around the corner

What you need to know to burn cleanly and efficiently

During the heating season, wood
smoke is the largest source of fine
particle pollution (PM2.5) in Spokane
County. To make matters worse, the
smoke is released in neighborhoods
where children and adults spend much
of their time outdoors.

Hundreds of compounds make up
wood smoke, including polycyclic
aromatic hydrocarbons (PAHs) which
are carcinogenic. Breathing smoke can
harm everyone, but most at-risk are
children, infants, the elderly, and those
with existing heart and lung ailments.

If you choose to heat with wood,
please do your part to keep smoke to
a minimum by following these cleaner
burning tips and techniques:

Checking the Chimney

About 20 minutes after starting your
wood burning device, go outside and

check the chimney smoke! Smoke so
thick you can’t see an object through it
is considered 100% opacity. State law
prohibits excess chimney smoke when it
obscures an object by more than 20%. If
you see more than heat waves, such as
excess smoke, provide more air to the
fire by opening your damper. Opening
the damper reduces the amount of
smoke produced by a fire.

Follow burn restrictions and
exemptions

Spokane Clean Air issues temporary

air quality-based restrictions on wood
heating and outdoor burning when fine
particle pollution (PM2.5) is rising or
already elevated. Individuals who do not
have an adequate source of heat may
apply for seasonal exemptions. More
information on burn restrictions and
exemptions is here.

Choosing the right device

It is important to choose a wood-
burning device that is the right size for
your space, is properly installed, and is
EPA-certified. If your stove or fireplace
insert is not EPA certified, or 20 years
old or older, see the article below about
grant funding available to help people
upgrade to a new device.

Burning properly seasoned wood

The best way to practice clean heating
is by burning properly seasoned
firewood or manufactured logs/pellets.
To season firewood, it should be cut,
split, stacked, and loosely covered for
at least nine months. Not sure if it is
seasoned? We have moisture meters to
check out.

More information on cleaner wood
burning is here. B

20% - Legal

40% - Illegal

80% - Outrageous!

Funds available to help you replace your old wood stove!

Are you a Spokane County homeowner interested in .
replacing your old wood stove or fireplace insert? If

so, we have a program that can help cover some of the
costs if you meet the minimum program criteria.

To qualify, applicants must:

« Be homeowners in Spokane County (incorporated or

unincorporated,

« Burn at least one cord of wood during a typical

heating season; and

Have an installed, operational freestanding
woodstove or a fireplace wood insert that is at least
20 years old or non-EPA certified.

Replacing your old wood stove or insert helps you save

money on heating, protect your family’s health, and

reduce dust and soot in your home.

To learn more and apply, go here. ®


https://spokanecleanair.org/burning/burn-restrictions/
https://spokanecleanair.org/burning/wood-heating/
https://spokanecleanair.org/burning/changeout/
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Eheck out our back-to-school resources!

he long days of summer have

past and the fall chill has arrived.
Students, parents, and educators are
settled into the new school year.

This back-to-school season is a great
time to re-introduce the programs we
provide to students, schools, and home-
schoolers across Spokane County:

Classroom Visits

Spokane Clean Air is available for
school visits to engage K-12 students

in Spokane County with classroom
presentations. We are also available

to visit homeschool programs. We can
tailor our presentations and activities to
fit classroom needs and are willing to
discuss what presentation might best fit
your classroom.

No-ldle Zone

Elementary and middle schools can sign
up for our voluntary No-Idle Zone pro-
gram, which is a statewide program to
reduce vehicle exhaust around schools.

Currently, about 40 schools in Spokane
County participate in the No-ldle Zone

Above: Students present the No-Idle Zone

Program to their classmates

program which encourages drivers
at school pick-up and drop-off areas
to turn off their vehicle engines while
waiting.

“Turning off the engine is a simple yet
effective way we can all help improve
air quality for our kids,” explains Anneka
Pawlak,” program coordinator. “Kids’
lungs are still developing, making them
especially at risk from the harmful com-
pounds in vehicle exhaust.”

To learn more and sign up, contact us
by emailing APawlak@SpokaneCleanAir.
org or visiting our website here.

Kids Making Sense

Do you know a middle or high school
teacher looking for new, engaging
science opportunities for their students?

The Kids Making Sense program trains
teachers and provides handheld air
quality sensors to engage students

in measuring fine particle pollution,
interpreting data, and connecting their
findings to real-life air quality experienc-
es in Spokane County.

For information about this exciting
program, please call (509) 477-4727,
extension #125.

EnviroKids Club

Along with several local agencies, we
support the EnviroKids Club. The Club
helps connect K-6 graders with their
environment, including the air, water,
and land resources. Check out the Envi-
roKids Club here.

More Resources

To learn more about our resources for
educators, visit our website here. m

NO-IDLE
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Above: No-Ildle Zone sign. Participating
schools receive two free signs.

On the Air is a publication of the
Spokane Regional Clean Air Agency.
Its purpose is to inform local
residents on all aspects of outdoor
air pollution and about the agency's
programs and services. Email your
comments or
story ideas to
Lisa Woodard,
Editor, at
LWoodard@spokanecleanair.org
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Contributing writer: Anneka Pawlak,
Public Information Specialist

Agency Contact Information:

Office:
(509) 477-4727

Current Burn Restrictions:
(509) 477-4710

Address:
1610 S. Technology Blvd., Suite 101
Spokane, WA 99224

Web Address:
SpokaneCleanAir.org

Subscribe to this newsletter, here.

Follow us on social media:
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https://www.instagram.com/spokanecleanair/
https://x.com/SpokaneCleanAir
https://spokanecleanair.org/
https://spokanecleanair.org/sign-up/
https://www.instagram.com/spokanecleanair/
https://www.youtube.com/@spokaneregionalcleanairage6805/videos
https://www.facebook.com/SpokaneCleanAir
https://spokanecleanair.org/learning-center/no-idle-zone-program/
https://sites.google.com/site/spokaneenvirokids/home
https://spokanecleanair.org/learning-center/educational-resources/

