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Had it not been for the seven 
days of unhealthy to haz-
ardous air quality from  

September’s wildfire smoke, the 
Spokane area was on track for a 
“good” air quality year in 2020. 

Even so, the Air Quality Index 
(AQI) was either good or moderate 
on 359 days last year. 

The AQI is a nationally-standardized 
method to report air quality. Con-

centrations of air pollutants are 
converted to a scale, with 100 equal 
to each pollutant’s health-based stan-
dard. The pollutant with the highest 
AQI is the one reported.

AQI categories of good and moder-
ate meets the national, health-based 
air pollutant standards.

To learn more about the AQI, and 
to subscribe to AQI text or email 
alerts, visit AirNow.gov. 

AFCO Distribution 
& Milling earns 
Clean Air Award

Formerly known as Aslin Finch, 
AFCO Distribution & Milling 
manufactures a variety of feed 

products that are shipped to eight 
northwest states as well as Hong Kong 
and Japan. Eighty percent of the grains 
used in production of their feeds are 
sourced from the productive farmland 
surrounding Spokane.

The company has been operating in 
the Spokane Valley since 1934. For 
locals, the company might best be 
recognized by its six-story concrete 
tower, visible from Interstate 90 near 
the Sprague Ave exit.

In the early 1970s, Spokane Clean Air 
started receiving complaints about ex-
cessive dust coming from the facility.

Lloyd Campbell is AFCO’s Director 
of Wholesale Distribution & Milling 
and has worked at the company for 
nearly 40 years.

“When we began operating, there 
were no air quality standards or dust 
control equipment, so we were ‘grand 
fathered’ to continue operating as long 
as we did not make changes to our 
existing equipment,” said Campbell. 
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Air Quality Index, Spokane County, 5-year period: 2016-2020

AQI Value
Category
(Color)

Description of
Air Quality 2020 2019 2018 2017 2016

0-50
Good

(Green)

Air quality is considered
satisfactory, and air pollution

poses little or no risk. 
309 290 263 236 273

51-100
Moderate
(Yellow)

Air quality is acceptable.
However, there may be a risk for
some people, particularly those

who are unusually sensitive
to air pollution.

50 73 88 111 93

101-150
Unhealthy for

Sensitive
Groups

(Orange)

People with heart and lung
disease, older adults, and

children are at greater risk
from air pollution. The general

public is not likely to be affected.

0 2 8 11 0

151-200
Unhealthy

(Red)

Some members of the
general public may experience

health effects; members of
sensitive groups may experience

more serious health effects.

2 0 5 4 0

201-300
Very Unhealthy

(Purple)

Health warnings of emergency
conditions. The entire

population is more likely
to be affected.

1 0 1 3 0

301 and higher
Hazardous
(Maroon)

Health alert: everyone may
experience more serious

health effects.
4 0 0 0 0

days per year in each category
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Meet our Executive Director

161 old wood stoves recycled
Over six tons of fine particles reduced annually

We’re moving in June

Since the fall of 2019, 161 old 
wood heating stoves and fire-
place inserts were swapped out 

for cleaner heating devices in Spokane 
County. This equates to 6.45 tons of 
fine particles that will not be released 
into Spokane’s air.

These are just the stats from the most 
recent grant administered by Spokane 
Clean Air, which has been providing 
similar programs off and on for about 
two decades with funding from federal 
and state sources.

“We’re happy with the interest this 
program has garnered over the years 
from residents interested in scrapping 
their old, inefficient stoves and replac-
ing with clean heating devices of their 
choosing,” said Lisa Woodard, grant 
program coordinator. 

The program provides incentives, 
deducted by the wood stove retailer, 
ranging from $700 to $1,500, depend-
ing on the heating device. The cleaner 
the device the greater the incentive 
value since it is a clean air grant. 

About 12 local businesses partici-
pate in the program and some have 
expressed their appreciation for the 
additional business the program 
brings, especially during these tough 
economic times.

Once the new device is installed, the 
old device is hauled to a local recycling 
center to be decommissioned and used 
for scrap metal.

While this 2-year cycle of the state 
(Ecology) grant-funded program has 
ended, there will likely be funding to 
continue the program this fall. 

Spokane Clean Air has been adminis-
tering woodstove change-out programs 
for several years with 800 older stoves 
and inserts scrapped. Based on the av-
erage emissions reductions from each 
changeout, this equates to roughly 30 
tons of fine particles of smoke reduced 
annually from Spokane’s air shed.

“Residential wood heating is one of 
the biggest annual contributors to fine 
particle pollution, even though the 
heating season is about half the year,” 
stated Woodard. 

After operating for several years 
in our location near Spokane 

Community College, we are relocat-
ing our office to the Enduris building 
at 1610 S. Technology Blvd., in June.

“It ultimately came down to the fact 

that our current space is too small 
for our staff and our equipment,” ac-
cording to Scott Windsor, Executive 
Director. “We’ve had to rent storage 
units to house some of our equipment 
and supplies.”

The Air quality monitoring equip-
ment on the roof of our current 
building will be relocated to the Spo-
kane Valley monitoring site on East 
Broadway Avenue. Relocating the 
site has been in the works for awhile 
due to siting concerns related to the 
proximity of the future segment of 
the North-South Freeway. 

Spokane Clean Air is pleased 
to welcome Scott K. Wind-
sor as the agency’s Executive 

Director. 

Windsor took on the role in late Sep-
tember and brings over 23 years of 
experience with the City of Spokane, 
including 10 years as the Director of 
Solid Waste Management and most 

recently as an Environmental Analyst.

“I look forward to leading Spokane 
Clean Air and working to preserve 
such a vital resource,” Windsor said.
“Many challenges and opportuni-
ties lie ahead and I am confident the 
agency will continue to provide our 
community with the best service we 
can.” 
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Celebrate Clean Air Artwork! 

But the time had come to make the 
needed changes and that time came in 
2013 when the company was acquired 
by Skagit Farmers, an agricultural-
based cooperative with a mission to 
preserve and enhance the agricul-
tural viability of the local agriculture 
economy. 

When Campbell brought the long-
standing air quality issues to their 
board of directors, they fully sup-
ported making the changes to bring 
the mill up to standards.

In September 2018, AFCO completed 
its final improvements and shortly 
thereafter were no longer required 
to register with Spokane Clean Air. 
There have since been no complaints 
to the agency about dust emissions 
from the facility.

According to Campbell, improve-
ments to their filtration system made 
a huge difference, not only to maintain 
FDA standards for dust accumulation, 
but also to the air quality in the mill. 

After seeing the dramatic results, 
Campbell wishes only that the changes 
would have come sooner.

“We are proud that we took this jour-
ney, and we will continue to monitor 
its success.”

Congratulations to everyone at AFCO 
Distribution & Milling!

The Clean Air Award is presented 
annually to a company that has con-
sistently demonstrated a commitment 
to reduce air emissions. The award 
is to publicly express appreciation for 
innovation and to encourage others to 
follow suit. Read more about AFCO’s 
work and the work of past recipients 
at SpokaneCleanAir.org 
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AFCO  
Clean Air Award

Calling all Spokane County artists in 
grades K-6! We’re gearing up to cel-
ebrate Clean Air Month in May with a 
poster contest. The theme is Healthy 
Air - Important for Everyone!

“This year marks our fourth Clean Air 
Month Poster Contest,” said Stephanie 
May, Public Information Specialist. “Each year we are amazed by the 
creativity, care and effort of the submissions.”

Posters must be letter-size (8 1/2 x 11). You may use the medium of the 
student’s choice (e.g. crayon, marker, colored pencil, paint, etc.). The 
student’s name must not appear on the front of the poster.

Primary consideration for judging are, in priority:

✔ Use of the theme “Healthy Air - Important for Everyone!”
✔ Originality
✔ Artistic ability
Grade level finalists will be chosen for special recognition and will have 
their poster displayed at the Spokane Regional Clean Air Agency Office.

The deadline to submit a poster is Monday, April 19, 2021. Complete 
rules and submission forms can be found at SpokaneCleanAir.org.

“We look forward to seeing the thoughtfulness of local students,” May 
said. “It’s heartening to see how much young people in the greater Spokane 
area care about our air.”

National Air Quality Awareness Week: May 3rd - 7th
Follow along on Facebook, Instagram or Twitter as we celebrate national 
Air Quality Awareness Week, sponsored by the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency.

We plan to focus on the following topics this year, featuring one each day 
on our social media platforms. If you aren’t active on social media - just 
check out our website on May 3rd for information.

Monday, May 3 – Wildfires & Smoke

Tuesday, May 4 – Asthma & Your Health

Wednesday, May 5 – Citizen Science & Sensors

Thursday, May 6 – Environmental Justice & Air Quality

Friday, May 7 – Air Quality Around the World

Our goal is to provide information that increases air quality awareness and 
encourages people to incorporate knowledge of the Air Quality Index (AQI) 
into their daily lives. You can find us at /SpokaneCleanAir on Facebook, 
Instagram and Twitter. Our web address is SpokaneCleanAir.org 

Healthy Air - Important for 
Everyone! 
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On the Air is a publication of the Spokane 
Regional Clean Air Agency. Its purpose is to 
inform local residents on all aspects of outdoor 
air pollution. Contact Lisa Woodard, Editor, 
with comments or story ideas: 
(509) 477-4727, ext. # 115 
or LWoodard@spokanecleanair.org  
 
Contact Information:
Office: 
(509) 477-4727

Burn Ban Status: 
(509) 477-4710

Address (until June 2021): 
3104 E. Augusta Ave., Spokane, WA 99207

Web Address: 
SpokaneCleanAir.org

To be removed from the hard copy mailing list, 
or to be switched to our digital newsletter list, 
please call (509) 477-4727, ext. # 115.

Meet our new Board and Advisory Council Members

Spokane Clean Air’s Board of 
Directors recently welcomed 
its newest member, Jim Simon, 

who was named by the City of Spo-
kane to be its representative on the 
Board of Directors. 

Simon is the Director of Sustainability 
at Gonzaga University where he works 
to add capacity to their missioned goal 
of being a climate neutral campus by 
2050. He also serves as the Chair of 
the Washington State Ridesharing 
Organization and is a member of the 
Sustainability Action Sub-Committee 
of the Spokane City Council. 

Simon joins these current Spokane 
Clean Air Board members:

City of Spokane Valley: Rod Higgins 
Spokane County: Al French  
Small Cities/Towns: Kevin Freeman  
Member-at-Large: Tom Brattebo

Spokane Clean Air’s Advisory 
Council - We have three new mem-
bers join our Advisory Council. The 
council positions are 4-year, volunteer 
positions appointed by our Board of 
Directors. They advise and consult 
with the Board and the Executive 
Director regarding agency programs 
and policies. 

Advisory Council positions include 

various fields such as agriculture, 
industry, health, science, and fire pro-
tection. Our three new members are:

Agriculture: Jacqueline C. Etter

Etter holds a Bachelor of Arts degree 
in Chemistry from Gonzaga Uni-
versity. She is a Biodiesel specialist 
with over 35 years experience in the 
construction industry. 

Environment: John Dietzman

Dietzman holds a BS in Chemical 
Engineering from CAL Berkeley and 
a MS Chemical Engineering from 
Stanford. He has 35+ years in the 
petroleum industry with expertise in 
environmental compliance programs. 
Dietzman has served on the Spokane 
City Plan Commissioner for eight 
years, and is a member and chair of 
the citizen advisory bodies for mul-
timodal transportation infrastructure 
improvement.

Industry: Brent Downey

Downey has previously served on our 
Council and returned to fill the Indus-
try representative position. Downey 
earned his Bachelor of Science de-
gree in Environmental Engineering, 
Montana Tech. He is the Manager 
for Environmental Affairs at Kaiser 

and is experienced in air permitting 
and compliance in industrial settings.

These three join the six other Advi-
sory Council members: 

Public Health: Ray Byrne, R.S.

Air Quality: Jana McDonald

Business Community: Hal Ophus

Chemistry/Science: Ronald Edgar

Fire Protection: Doug Bleeker

Member-at-Large: Dr. Tony 
Masiello 


