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What is asbestos?Recreational Fire Rules to Know What if someone is  
burning unlawfully.  

Who do I call?
Unlawful Burning: 

If someone is burning prohibited 
materials, burning during a burn 
restriction, etc., call Spokane Clean 
Air. Our agency inspectors respond 
to complaints and enforce outdoor 
burning regulations.
Phone: (509) 477-4727 (leave a 
message if after hours.)
Online: You may file a complaint 
online at SpokaneCleanAir.org/file-
an-air-quality-complaint. 

Fire Danger and After Hours: 

You should call your local fire You should call your local fire 
department and keep that number department and keep that number 
readily available.readily available.

Pictured: Camp fire. Image courtey of Unsplash.

With the nice spring weather, many 
of us are enjoying more time out-

doors. For some, this might be gathering 
around a recreational fire with family and 
friends. 
Recreational ‘rec’ fires include fire pits 
and manufactured, portable outdoor 
burning devices such as fire bowls, 
chimineas, barbecues, etc. Cooking 
fires and campfires are also considered 
recreational fires. 
Rec fires are allowed throughout Spo-
kane County on private land unless 
prohibited by the landowner (e.g. rental, 
lease, or private association.) 
Wood-fueled rec fires create smoke, a 
complex mix of harmful compounds and 
fine particles. Smoke particles can get 
into your eyes and lungs, causing minor 
to serious health effects. Take take steps 
to minimize the smoke. 
Please review the following require-
ments before having a recreational fire. 

Size: Fires may be no larger than three 
feet in diameter and two feet in height.
Fuel: Only natural, dry firewood may be 
burned. Manufactured wood logs are 
okay. Fires cannot be used for the dis-
posal of anything, including natural yard 
debris, paper waste, etc.  
Set-back distance: Open fire pits, fire 
rings, fire bowls, etc., must be 25 feet 
away from all structures, including hous-
es, decks, fences, sheds, and other out-
buildings. Spokane Clean Air can enforce 
a 50-foot setback if smoke becomes a 
nuisance to neighbors. 
Attend the fire: An adult capable of 
extinguishing the fire should always be 
present, along with the necessary tools 
to put out the fire.
Temporary restrictions: Local fire officials 
will issue restrictions based on fire dan-
ger, typically from summer into fall. Call 
the Burn Info Hotline at (509) 477-4710 
or SpokaneCleanAir.org. 
Mind your neighbors: Your fire may pro-

duce smoke that affects your 
neighbors. If your neighbor 
asks you to extinguish your 
fire because the smoke is 
affecting them, it is unlawful 
not to extinguish it.
If you have a recreational fire, 
please take the time to do so 
safely and responsibly! 
For more details about recre-
ational fires and other types 
of outdoor burning programs, 
visit spokanecleanair.org/
outdoor-burning.  

Stay Safe, Burn Smart
Spokane Clean Air and local fire  

protection agencies encourage all 
residents to follow outdoor burning 

regulations and seasonal restrictions to 
help protect our air quality and  

reduce wildfire risk.

http://SpokaneCleanAir.org/file-an-air-quality-complaint. 
http://SpokaneCleanAir.org/file-an-air-quality-complaint. 
http://SpokaneCleanAir.org.
http://spokanecleanair.org/outdoor-burning
http://spokanecleanair.org/outdoor-burning
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Home Repairs & Remodeling Projects:
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1. Cement siding, underlayment
2. Asphalt shingles, roofing felt
3. Window putty, caulking
4. Stove, furnace flue 
5. Blow-in attic insulation (vermiculite)
6. Gaskets, sealant around stovepipe
7. Wood stove heat reflectors
8. Wood stoves  
9. Spray-on “popcorn” ceiling texture
10. Blow-in (loose) insulation
11. Composite siding
12. Exterior flooring, deck underlayment 
13. Range hoods
14. Flooring (vinyl, tiles, linoleum) and  
	   flooring adhesives/mastics
15.  Dishwasher
16.  Textured paint
17. Batt insulation
18. Fuse box, old wire insulation
19. Duct tape, joint compounds 
20. Interior furnace lining/insulation 
21. Pipe joint components (taping, mud)
22. Gaskets, molding on furnace registers
23.  Ceiling tiles 
24. Furnace housing (gaskets, seals) 
25. Furnace, duct insulation
26. Clothes dryer
27. Gaskets, sealants on water heater vents 

28. Water heater

Where might asbestos 
be in my home? Spring is the perfect time for home improvement projects, but it is important to 

be aware of asbestos and where it could be in your home before starting your 
projects.
Asbestos is the name for six naturally occurring minerals known for their 
durability and heat resistance. These characteristics have historically made 
asbestos popular for use in thousands of building products. However, it was later 
discovered that when products containing asbestos are damaged or destroyed, 
harmful fibers are released into the air. When inhaled, these fibers can lead to 
serious health outcomes, including lung cancer, asbestosis, and mesothelioma. 
If you learn, through sampling, that asbestos-containing materials are present in 
your home, you have these options:
1. Leave it alone. Refer to the illustration of the common places asbestos could 
be in your home. If none of these areas will be damaged or disturbed during your 
home repair/remodel projects, then no need to be concerned. 
2. Repair and encapsulate. Sometimes asbestos-containing materials can be 
repaired and encapsulated rather than removed. 
3. Remove it. There are two options for removal, with distinct requirements.
Hire a certified abatement contractor. This is required for all demolition work, and 
projects that don’t qualify as an Owner-Occupied, Single-Family Residence. Certi-
fied abatement contractors are trained in removal techniques typically unavailable 
to homeowners, making the removal safer and more effective. 
Do it yourself - with caution! If your project is in the home you own and live in, 
you may remove asbestos yourself under specific guidelines for Owner-Occu-
pied, Single-Family Residence. We have DIY removal guides for flooring, ceiling, 
and siding. 
For details on the asbestos requirements and several guidance documents, go to 
SpokaneCleanAir.org/asbestos. 

Pictured: Diagram of possible asbestos loca-
tions in a home.

http://SpokaneCleanAir.org/asbestos
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After a long winter, people look 
forward to opening their windows 

to bring in that fresh, spring air! But…
sometimes it isn’t always fresh, spring 
air! In fact, the number of complaints 
Spokane Clean Air receives about 
odors increases in the spring. Most 
odor complaints stem from a variety of 
residential and commercial activities, 
including painting, marijuana, pet waste 
or sewage, and burning materials. 

Are odors dangerous?
It depends on what is causing the 
smell. Odors are a complex mixture 
of gases, vapors, and dust, and 
therefore it is possible for certain 
odorous emissions to have an impact 
on physical health, while others may 
not. The potential impact of any odor 
depends upon the concentration 
of odorous emissions, and the 
frequency and duration of exposure. 
The most frequently reported 
symptoms attributed to odors include 
headache, nausea, hoarseness, cough, 
congestion, palpitations, shortness 
of breath, and eye, nose, and throat 
irritation.

Is the odor strong and persistent, 
and does it keep you from being 
outside at your home?
You have rights. Spokane Clean Air 
enforces its odor regulation. If you 
have a persistent odor affecting you, 
you can take the following steps to file 
an odor complaint. 
1. Call (509) 477-4727. If after hours,  
leave a message. Plan on providing 
the location and the date and time the 
odor was detected.
2. Use our online complaint form: 
SpokaneCleanair.org/file-an-air-quality-
complaint/.

What happens next?
Once a complaint is received and 
recorded in our database, it gets 
assigned to one of our inspectors for 
follow-up. Depending on the complaint, 
the follow-up might consist of a letter 

sent to the address provided by a 
complainant, outlining the regulations 
and providing additional information. 

Taking Enforcement Action
If the odor/nuisance incident isn’t 
resolved, it may rise to potential 
enforcement action. To do so, three 
conditions must first be met: 

1. An inspector must detect an odor 
at an intensity level of 2 or greater, 
using a scale from 0-4:
Level 0 – no odor detected
Level 1 – odor barely detected
Level 2 – odor is distinct and definite, 
any unpleasant characteristics 
recognizable
Level 3 – odor is objectionable enough 
or strong enough to cause attempts at 
avoidance
Level 4 – odor is so strong that a 
person does not want to remain 
present.
Our inspectors are trained and tested 
for odor detection and rating. Those 
who test outside “normal” odor/smell 
parameters do not enforce odor 
regulations.

2. The person(s) impacted by the 
odor must provide an affidavit 
describing the impact the smell 
is having on their lives. Person(s) 
providing affidavits may also be 
required to testify at a hearing if the 
case is challenged. While you have the 
option to file an anonymous complaint, 
please remember that we cannot 
take enforcement action on any odor 
violations based on an anonymous 
complaint.

3. An inspector must be able to 
identify the source of the odor. 
If you feel that an odor near you is 
disrupting or affecting your life at 
home, work, or other, take the step to 
call Spokane Clean Air and make an 
odor complaint!  

Odors & Air Quality...A Smelly Situation
What you need to know about odor complaints in Spokane County

Breathing easier, 
thanks to these local 

champions!
Congratulations to these outstand-

ing businesses for earning our 
Gold level recognition! They each 
demonstrated their dedication to pro-
tect air quality through proactive pollu-
tion prevention strategies that exceed 
air quality regulatory requirements. 

•	 Altium Packaging

•	 American Way Collision Center

•	 Ball & Dodd Funeral Homes 

•	 Bloch Liberty Lake

•	 Can-Am Body Shop 

•	 City of Airway Heights- 
Water Reclamation Plant

•	 Collins Aerospace

•	 Dish Technologies Spokane

•	 J K Gas and Grocery

•	 KH Grocery Market

•	 Nelson’s Towing, Repair, and  
Autobody

•	 NomNom (14 Locations)

•	 Pronto Plus

•	 RnR RV Center

•	 Raja Market

•	 Restoration Plating

•	 Travis Iron Works

•	 Wagstaff 

•	 Washington Auto Collision 

•	 Washington Equipment  
Manufacturing Company. 

•	 Western States Equipment 
Company

Read more about our business recog-
nition program at SpokaneCleanAir.org/
business-recognition.  

http://SpokaneCleanair.org/file-an-air-quality-complaint/
http://SpokaneCleanair.org/file-an-air-quality-complaint/
https://spokanecleanair.org/for-business/recognition/
https://spokanecleanair.org/for-business/recognition/


On the Air is a publication of the 
Spokane Regional Clean Air Agency. 
Its purpose is to inform local 
residents on all aspects of outdoor 
air pollution and about the agency's 
programs and services. 

Email your comments or story ideas 
to Lisa Woodard, Editor, LWoodard@
spokanecleanair.org.

Contributing writer: Anneka Pawlak, 
Public Information Specialist

Spokane Clean Air Office: 
(509) 477-4727

Address: 
1610 S. Technology Blvd., Suite 101  
Spokane, WA  99224

Web Address: 
SpokaneCleanAir.org

Subscribe to this newsletter, here.

Follow us on social media:
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We each breathe about 25,000 times each day! We want every breath we take to count. May is Clean Air Month, 
a perfect time to think about what we each can do to contribute to clean, healthy air. Below are a few ideas to 

help get you started. Perhaps you are already doing some of these, or maybe there are a few new ideas you can try 
either at home, at work, or on the road:

It’s Clean Air Month...Do your part & we’ll all breathe easier! 

•	 Minimize your waste: reduce, reuse, recycle.
•	 Use the right tools: switch from gas to electric or 

manual-powered yard tools. 
•	 Heat and cool your home with a programmable 

thermostat to reduce energy waste.
•	 Plant shade trees.
•	 Practice asbestos awareness: follow requirements 

when making home improvements or repairs.

•	 Save gas and our air by packing a lunch from home 
instead of driving to get food while at work. 

•	 Carpool or consider other commute options.
•	 Combine errands into fewer trips.
•	 Avoid unnecessary idling: turn off your car if waiting 

for more than 30 seconds.
•	 Travel slowly on unpaved roads to minimize putting 

dust into our air. 

We Share the Air Poster Contest Finalists
Our annual art contest has wrapped 

and we are happy to announce 
that over 80 entries were submitted this 
year. Every single entry was creative and 
thoughtful! 
All who entered receive a pizza slice cou-
pon, courtesy of Pizza Pipeline! In addition, 
our finalists each receive a prize donated 
by these businesses:

Cat Tales Wildlife Center, Flying Squirrel, 
Garland Theater, LaserMaxx, Mobius Dis-
covery Center, Roller Valley Skate Center, 
Spokane Chiefs, Spokane Gymnastics, 
Spokane Indians, and Wild Walls! 
Throughout May, we’ll feature the finalists’ 
entries on our Facebook page. Thanks to 
all who participated and we hope to see 
your entries next year!  

Pictured: Poster contest entries from Owen (left), and Rahel (right).

https://www.instagram.com/spokanecleanair/
https://x.com/SpokaneCleanAir
https://spokanecleanair.org/
https://spokanecleanair.org/sign-up/
https://www.instagram.com/spokanecleanair/
https://www.youtube.com/@spokaneregionalcleanairage6805/videos
https://www.facebook.com/SpokaneCleanAir

