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Calling all KMS alumni! Refer a colleague to
Kids Making Sense and earn a gift certificate!

On Saturday, December 6, 2025, Spokane Clean Air is offering a final Kids
Making Sense (KMS) training to disperse the last of our Kits.

If you feel you need a refresher on the KMS materials and instructions,
registration is free! While there are no compensation offers for returning
educators, if you refer an educator from school who has not yet participated in
the training and that educator registers, you will be awarded a $25 gift
certificate.

For more information on the training, please view the flyer here.



https://spokanecleanair.org/wp-content/uploads/KMS-Flier-Letter-5.pdf

Start the school year off strong with these
tips and tricks!

Updating your kit:

The kit you were provided upon completion of the Kids Making Sense
training does not require very much maintenance beyond replacing single-
use materials. However, the sensors and phones require regular updates to
keep them functioning properly. Your kit comes with a guide for updating
the software and apps, but we developed more in-depth instructions for the
update process to address questions that may come up. For the full rewritten
instructions, click here.

Viewing the KMS data on the map:

When viewing the KMS map, there are a few things you need to make sure
you get right to see your sessions!

Make sure you select the right pollutant. The sensors you were provided
with only measure particulate matter.

Confirm that the map is only pulling data from sensors labeled “AQGo-
PM2.5 (ng/m?3).” There will be multiple sensor options to choose from
that look similar, so make sure you select the right one!

Pull collected data from the right time frame. If you know when you
conducted the sessions, you can select a time frame on the map to
narrow the search results.

Make sure the map is only pulling data from Spokane County! Kids
Making Sense is a nationwide program, which means that if you do not
specify where to pull data from on the map, it will populate with results
from all over the United States. While interesting, that can be confusing!



https://spokanecleanair.org/wp-content/uploads/Phone-and-Sensor-Update-Instructions-Rewritten.pdf

What air pollutants do we monitor?

GOOD - Air quality is considered satisfactory, and air
uc;' pollution poses little or no risk.

UNHEALTHY - Everyone may begin to experience health
effects; members of sensitive groups may experience
more serious health effects.

Numeric Value: 151-200

Numeric Value: 0-50

MODERATE - Air quality is acceptable; however, for
some pollutants there may be a moderate health VERY UNHEALTHY - Health alert: everyone may
concern for a very small number of people who are & experience more serious health effects.

unusually sensitive to air pollution. Numeric Value: 201-300

Numeric Value: 51-100 .
HAZARDOQUS - Health warnings of emergency

UNHEALTHY FOR SENSITIVE GROUPS - Members of conditions. The entire population is more likely to be
GIQ sensitive groups may experience health effects. The affected.

general public is not Likely to be affected. Numeric Value: 301-500

Numeric Value: 101-150

Spokane Clean Air measures three of the criteria air pollutants, for which
standard are established by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA).
These are:

e Fine Particles (PM2.5)
» Coarse Particles (PM)
e Ground-level Ozone (O5).

Fine Particles (PM2.5) are 2.5 microns in diameter and smaller. These particles
are products of the combustion process and in the Spokane area are mainly
produced by vehicles (cars, buses, etc.,) wood heating, and wildfire smoke.

Coarse particles (PM10) are 10 microns in diameter and smaller, which includes
larger particles like dust. PM10, in Spokane, comes from sources like unpaved
roads, till harvest dust, construction activities, and more.

Ground-level Ozone (O3)--not to be confused with the good ozone found in
the upper atmosphere--is a harmful air pollutant that is formed photochemically:
volatile organic compounds (VOCs) and nitrogen oxides (NOXx) react in the
presence of sunlight. Ozone is considered a summertime pollutant and is only
measured from May through September. VOCs and NOx come from many
sources in Spokane, including motor vehicles, industrial solvents, gasoline-
powered yard equipment, and more.

For more information on local air quality and trends, click here.



https://spokanecleanair.org/air-quality/air-pollutants-trends-reports/

Bowdish Middle School educator Serena
Manwaring shares her experience with KMS
in her classroom

Did you find it manageable to implement lessons from the KMS kit?

Yes! Students were immediately engaged and eager to explore. They jumped onto
AQl sites and weather apps, made predictions about upcoming weather, and even
identified areas on school property that could use improvements. Their excitement
is building, and they’re ready to take it even further this year!

What was most useful about the program?
Every student gets the chance to be hands-on. From roaming the school grounds
to leading their own investigations, students love being in charge of their learning.

Do your students enjoy using the sensor technology?
Absolutely—they had a blast! Each day brought new opportunities to test different
areas and gather data.

What discoveries did students make with the sensors?

One of the most exciting outcomes was the collaboration with custodial staff.
Students gathered air quality data, compared it with filter usage, and even helped
advocate for the district to replace filters more often—using real data to support
their case. Talk about meaningful, authentic learning!

What’s next for your class and the KMS kit?

The kit will be back in action during the upcoming weather unit. Students will not
only track AQI data but also work through the Design Process to create their own
projects.

Did you collaborate with other teachers to use the classroom kit?

While grade-level shifts prevented collaboration this year, the spirit of teamwork
continued—students were able to borrow additional sensors from another class to
extend their investigations.
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About us

Our job at Spokane Clean Air is to ensure that everyone is
Spokane County has clean air to breathe. We sample the
air for key pollutants to know how clean the air is and
where to focus our resources. We implement programs to
improve air quality; we enforce federal, state, and local air
quality laws; and we encourage individuals to make clean
air choices.

Questions? Contact:
APawlak@SpokaneCleanAir.org
509-477-4727 ext 125



https://www.instagram.com/spokanecleanair/
https://www.facebook.com/SpokaneCleanAir
https://www.youtube.com/@spokaneregionalcleanairage6805/videos
https://x.com/SpokaneCleanAir
https://spokanecleanair.org/

