
Wildfire Smoke: The Uninvited Guest Of
Summer

Summer is finally here, and your list of outdoor adventures is
endless. But wildfire smoke can quickly disrupt your plans. Wildfire
smoke is an unwelcome guest that shows up uninvited without an
arranged arrival or departure date and poses a threat everyone
should take seriously. It is important to plan for the uninvited guest.

Read more here.

Is Your Indoor Air Quality Safe? ﻿

When wildfire smoke causes unhealthy air quality, health officials
recommend reducing time outdoors or avoiding it. But spending
time indoors doesn't guarantee cleaner air. Because fine smoke
particles can seep into homes, it is a good idea to take extra
measures to ensure your indoor air quality is as clean as it can
be.

Learn how to create cleaner air in your home here.

Fire Danger Burn Restrictions In Effect

The County Building Official, along with City and County Fire Officials,
have issued the seasonal fire danger burn restrictions, effective Tuesday,
June 30. With dry conditions and high temperatures forecasted, all
agencies aim to keep communities safe from fire risk. Restrictions will be
in effect throughout the summer, until further notice and apply to all open
burning and most recreational fires.

﻿Learn more about fire danger burn restrictions here.

What Is Ozone Pollution?

﻿Wildfire smoke isn’t the only air pollutant of concern during Spokane's
summers. In fact, when we aren’t experiencing wildfire smoke, ozone
is often the predominant pollutant driving the Air Quality Index values.
So, what is ground-level ozone? Unlike the 'good' ozone found in
Earth's upper atmosphere, where it protects us from UV radiation,
ozone at ground level is a harmful air pollutant. Ozone forms on hot
sunny days when emissions from everyday activities react
photochemically in the atmosphere. This is why ozone pollution is typically highest on the hot and sunny
days of summer.

This short video provides more information about ozone.
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Keeping Pets Safe From Smoke﻿

Wildfire smoke is a regular summer hazard in Spokane, and it's not just
people who are affected. It’s important to remember that our furry
companions can also experience health effects from smoke exposure. By
taking a few extra precautions, you can help keep all members of your
family safe from unnecessary exposure to smoke.

Learn more here.

About Spokane Clean Air
We work to protect and improve air quality throughout Spokane County. Our programs include air quality
monitoring, business permitting, complaint response and enforcement, and education and outreach.
Learn more about our work at SpokaneCleanAir.org.
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