
Spokane Region Reaches Clean Air Milestone

Clean, healthy air is one of our most valuable resources, and after decades-long efforts, it’s also
one of the Spokane region’s biggest success stories. The Spokane region has reached the end
of a 20-year, federally mandated maintenance period, demonstrating continued compliance with
clean air standards for carbon monoxide (CO) and particulate matter (PM10).

​A combination of factors brought the Spokane area into compliance with the clean air standards,
including automobile technologies such as catalytic converters, electronic fuel injection, and
oxygen sensors. Other reductions were achieved using oxygenated fuel during winter, switching
to cleaner wood heating devices, improving street cleaning practices, and using cleaner traction
sand in combination with chemical liquid deicers.

Learn more

​Wildfire Smoke Season Recap​

While the Spokane area was spared from heavy wildfire smoke this past summer, there were
three days in September with unhealthy air quality. Fine particles of smoke levels failed the
national ambient air quality standard of 35 micrograms per cubic meter of air, averaged over 24
hours, midnight to midnight. The standard for any pollutant is equivalent to 100 on the Air Quality
Index Scale of 0-500.

The three days in September all fell within the Unhealthy for Sensitive Groups/Orange (101-150)
on the AQI:

September 5, AQI of 111
September 6, AQI of 126
September 27, AQI of 102

These were the first unhealthy air quality days since November 2024, when smoke from outdoor
fires and wood heating became concentrated under stagnant weather conditions.

Wood Heating Season is Here

Cool, fall weather has arrived, marking the start of the heating season.
Some people choose to heat their homes with wood, and if it is done so
with care, it can have minimal impact on our air quality. There are ways
to reduce the amount of smoke produced by wood heating, which can
also help you save money by extending how much heat you get from
your firewood. ​

​Read more here.

No-Idle Zone Program ​

https://spokanecleanair.org/
https://spokanecleanair.org/about/50-years-of-clean-air-progress/
https://spokanecleanair.org/wood-heating-season-reminders/
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=timberlake&nav=3295586d-8c7a-47ed-a20a-8a0f98ef66a1


School has been back in session for a couple of months now, with
students, teachers, and parents into the new school year routine. One
routine that Spokane Clean Air is working to put the brakes on is
unnecessary idling at schools. 

​Read more here.

The Wood Stove Changeout Program is Back! Save $$$ on a new device!

Are you a Spokane County homeowner interested in replacing your old wood stove or fireplace
insert? If so, Spokane Clean Air has a program that can help cover some of the costs if you meet
the minimum program criteria. We were recently approved for program funding, and we want
those funds to help Spokane County achieve healthier air.

To qualify for this program, applicants must:
Be homeowners in Spokane County (incorporated or unincorporated)
Burn at least one cord of wood during a typical heating season; and
Have an installed, operational freestanding woodstove or a fireplace wood insert that is at
least 20 years old or non-EPA certified.

Replacing your old wood stove or insert helps you save money on heating, protect your family’s
health, and reduce dust and soot in your home. Apply here.

Recreational Fires

Seasonal restrictions were recently lifted on outdoor burning, but
requirements remain in place. Before burning, make sure you are aware of
these rules.

About Us
Our job is to ensure that everyone is Spokane County has clean air to breathe. We sample the air for key
pollutants to know how clean the air is and where to focus our resources. We implement programs to
improve air quality; we enforce federal, state, and local air quality laws; and we encourage individuals to
make clean air choices.
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