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Regional SRCAA Monthly Board of Directors Meeting SpokaneCleanAirorg

Clean Airiger 1610 S Technology Blvd Suite 101

October 2, 2025 9:30 a.m.

BOARD MEMBER ATTENDEES STAFF MEMBER ATTENDEES
Al French, County Commissioner, Chair April Westby, Executive Director
Rod Higgins, City of Spokane Valley Engineering Manager
Council Member Michelle Zernick, Finance & HR Manager
Tom Brattebo, Member at Large Derek Aubrey, Compliance Manager
Chris Grover, Mayor of Cheney, Small Mark Rowe, Monitoring Section Manager
Cities & Towns Representative Lisa Woodard, Communications/Outreach
Manager

Margee Chambers, Air Resource Specialist
John Conklin, Air Quality Engineer, PE

ABSENT OTHER ATTENDEES
Jim Simon, City of Spokane Michelle Fossum, Legal Counsel
Representative, Vice Chair Ron Edgar, Advisory Council

CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL 9:30 a.m.

WORK SESSION

1. Lisa Woodard presented the “Communicating End of NAAQS Maintenance” (2025) presentation
highlights Spokane’s 35-year air quality journey, marking the end of the EPA’s mandatory maintenance
period for Carbon Monoxide (CO) and Coarse Particulate Matter (PM10). What began in the 1990s as a
serious air quality challenge has become a success story built on innovation, community effort, and long-
term commitment. Through cleaner vehicle technology, catalytic converters, low-sulfur fuels, wood-
burning restrictions, and smarter road maintenance practices, Spokane transformed from a
nonattainment area to a model of clean air achievement. The communications plan uses this milestone
to both celebrate progress and educate the public. Its goals are to remind stakeholders how far Spokane
has come, explain current air quality challenges, especially wildfire smoke (PM2.5), and encourage
residents to keep playing an active role in maintaining healthy air. Key messages emphasize that Spokane
now enjoys more “good air” days than in decades past, thanks to joint efforts by residents, businesses,
and agencies. Outreach tools include a media kit, fact sheets, website updates, infographics, and social
media posts, with a timeline of coordinated releases through late October 2025 to ensure Spokane’s
clean air success story is widely shared and appreciated. With the NAAQS Maintenance period coming to
an end, no major changes are expected. The conclusion of this maintenance period means that SRCT will
no longer be required to conduct transportation conformity, which is a significant development. A
statement and quote will be included in our upcoming news release. Unless the region begins to fail air
quality standards again, transportation conformity requirements will remain suspended. Project-level
conformity will also no longer be necessary, which is a positive outcome.

2. Margee Chambers presented the “Administrative Amendments” presentation outlining a proposed
rulemaking project. The effort is mainly housekeeping, aiming to update Articles Il, IV, V, and VI of SRCAA
regulations to improve readability, clarify language, update citations, remove outdated references, and
align local rules with Washington Administrative Codes (WACs). The revisions also ensure consistency in
operation and maintenance (O&M) requirements across all regulated sources. They do not introduce new
requirements or alter existing fees. The project timeline includes internal review and discussion in
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September and October 2025, followed by a public comment period before final Board consideration and
adoption. Looking at an effective date of May 2026.

ADVISORY COUNCIL REPORT

Ron Edgar gave an overview of the Advisory meeting. A quorum was established, allowing approval of the last
three sets of minutes. The Board received presentations on PM10 and CO, and the Communications Plan from
Lisa, and rulemaking updates from Margee. Mark presented on SRCAA’s 2025 wildfire smoke season. It was
noted that community awareness of past poor air quality has faded, and without continued funding, those
conditions could return.

PUBLIC COMMENT
There was a public comment that was emailed and given to the Board members.

ACTION ITEMS
1. Consent Agenda
a. Approval of the September 4, 2025 Board Minutes
b. Approval of Vouchers for September 2025, numbered 14246 - 14261 and 14263 - 14267 with
Claims totaling $58,083.43 and Payroll numbered 14244, 14245 and 14262 with EFTs totaling
$143,886.23 —for a Grand Total of $201,969.66

Rod Higgins moved to approve the Consent Agenda as presented and Chris Grover seconded it. The motion
passed unanimously.

STAFF REPORTS

1. April Westby gave an overview of the Executive Director's report for September. She attended the
Washington Air Quality Managers Group meeting in Seattle on September 19, where she met with
Ecology Director Casey Sixkiller and learned that the Model Toxics Control Act fund is facing a revenue
shortfall, delaying funding decisions for the 103/105 core grants. Casey encouraged SRCAA to promote
awareness among new legislators about the role and work of clean air agencies. Washington’s seven
local clean air agencies are collaborating on letters to federal representatives and Ecology to stress the
importance of these grants. Spokane experienced two days of unhealthy air from wildfire smoke in early
September, the first exceedances since 2024. The new Liberty Lake air monitor is now operating. We
were awarded $440,000 from Ecology for the 2025-2027 Woodstove Changeout Program. SRCAA will
also be developing a resolution clarifying Board and Executive Director approval authorities. Meanwhile,
Ecology is launching a statewide mobile air monitoring two-year study and preparing the next
Overburdened Communities report, alongside the Department of Health’s update to the Environmental
Health Disparities Map.

2. Lisa Woodard gave a presentation on education and outreach. In September, SRCAA’s outreach focused
heavily on wildfire smoke communication, responding to media and public inquiries while maintaining
strong social media engagement. The Smoke Ready Spokane campaign successfully wrapped up its first
season, achieving strong visibility and brand recognition with over 10,000 website visits and high-
performing social posts. Preparations began for the woodstove changeout grant launch on October 15, as
well as the 2026 Clean Air Calendar and Annual Report. Communications were also developed to mark
the end of the 20-year CO/PM10 maintenance period. The conclusion of this maintenance period means
that SRCT will no longer be required to conduct transportation conformity, which is a significant
development. A statement and quote will be included in our upcoming news release. Unless the region
begins to fail air quality standards again, transportation conformity requirements will remain suspended.
Project-level conformity will also no longer be necessary, which is a positive outcome. Upcoming October
events include the Middle School Career Expo, Home Show, and Fall Leaf Fest.
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3. Derek Aubrey gave an overview of compliance activities. September was a busy month, with 45
complaints received. Many are related to dust issues. Several violations were linked to portable crushers
not using sufficient water, and a few complaints involved marijuana operations, including one near
Shamrock Paving, where contact has been challenging due to limited presence and language barriers. Six
violations were issued, primarily concerning burning and asbestos. With seasonal changes, burning
enforcement is expected to increase as the burn ban may be lifted soon. Additionally, a significant case at
the former James Hotel on S. Russell Rd. involved illegal cleanup of asbestos-containing materials after
the building was vandalized by unhoused individuals. Although the matter was initially referred to the
EPA, it has been returned to SRCAA for enforcement action.

4. John Conklin gave an overview of permitting activities. In September, five permits were approved,
including a large one for Collins Aerospace’s expansion, along with smaller permits for gas stations
and crushers. Six new applications were received, leaving 10 active permits in progress, though
several are long-term or awaiting additional information. In AOP permitting, Northside Landfill is set
for EPA notification on September 30, and Mutual Materials is under facility review with a public
notice to follow. The only remaining lapsed AOP is for Kaiser, which will be addressed soon. As part of
the Collins expansion, potential NOx emissions exceeded 100 tons, requiring a synthetic minor order;
that process is ongoing while construction proceeds under the approved NOC applications.

5. Mark Rowe gave an overview of air monitoring data. In August, Spokane’s air quality was mostly
good, with 15 days in the Moderate range and 16 in the Good range, primarily due to PM2.5
pollution. The highest daily AQI was 71 on August 31, while PM10 stayed in the Good range all month
and ozone reached Moderate levels only once. From January through August, there were 156 Good
and 87 Moderate air quality days. In early September, wildfire smoke from surrounding regions
pushed air quality into the Unhealthy for Sensitive Groups category for the first time in 2025, briefly
reaching Unhealthy (red) levels on September 6. Although two short-term PM2.5 exceedances were
recorded at the Broadway monitoring station, Spokane and Spokane Valley are still expected to
remain in compliance with federal air quality standards for 2025.

6. Michelle Zernick gave an overview of SRCAA's financials. The financial report in the board packet was
identified as incorrect due to a communication error between the grant management and payroll
modules in Springbrook accounting software, which affected how funds were allocated. The issue has
been corrected, and we are retroactively redistributing funds to the proper program codes dating
back to July 1. Updated financial information will be provided next month. Fourth-quarter local
assessments were sent out this week. AOP annual invoicing is in progress and scheduled for
November 1, and quarterly grant reimbursements for the 2025-2027 cycle are underway.

Preparation for the annual report due November 25 is ongoing, and there are still no updates on
federal funding.

EXECUTIVE SESSION
There was no executive session.

BOARD QUESTIONS OR CONCERNS
There will be a quorum for the next board meeting at 9:30 a.m., Thursday, November 6, 2025.

ADJOURNMENT
The board meeting was adjourned at 10:33 a.m.

Commissioner Al French, Chair

April Westby, Executive Director



