
 

Board Meeting Minutes 
SRCAA Monthly Board of Directors Meeting 

1610 S Technology Blvd Suite 101 

 

August 6, 2026   9:30 a.m. 
 
 

BOARD MEMBER ATTENDEES STAFF MEMBER ATTENDEES 
Ben Wick, City of Spokane Valley April Westby, Executive Director 
 Council Member Derek Aubrey, Compliance Manager 

Jim Simon, City of Spokane John Conklin, Supervisory Engineer, PE 
 Representative, Vice Chair Lisa Woodard, Communications/Outreach Manager 
Terri Cooper, Mayor of Medical Lake, ZOOM Margee Chambers, Air Resource Specialist 
 Small Cities & Towns Representative  Mark Rowe, Monitoring Section Manager 
Tom Brattebo, Member at Large Michelle Zernick, Finance & HR Manager  
 
ABSENT OTHER ATTENDEES 
Al French, County Commissioner, Chair Michelle Fossum, Legal Counsel 

  Ron Edgar, Advisory Council 
  Viktoria Lyfar, County Commissioner Assistant, ZOOM 

 
CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL 9:30 a.m. 
 
WORK SESSION 

1. Margee Chambers gave a presentation on the proposed updates to the Public Records Request 
Policy and Procedure and the Agency’s Records Management Policy. The proposed revisions are 
intended to update the policy to reflect current Washington State Public Records Act 
requirements and the Attorney General’s Public Records Act Model Rules, while continuing to 
provide timely assistance to public records requestors and protect agency operations.  

The proposed updates clarify procedures for submitting and responding to public records 
requests, including required responses within five business days, clarification of requests, 
processing large requests in installments, inspection and copying procedures, applicable fees, 
exemptions and redactions, and procedures for closing requests. The policy also addresses 
confidential business information, third-party notification, records retention, and the process for 
reviewing denials of public records requests.  

The proposed policy also clarifies that SRCAA is not required to answer questions, conduct legal 
research, create new records, or provide information in a format different from an existing 
record. Staff noted that the proposed revisions are intended to provide clear and consistent 
policy and procedure for handling public records requests while complying with applicable law.  

The Agency’s Records Management Policy had one minor edit to update the name on a RCW 
chapter.  

Margee closed her proposed updates and asked for the Board’s review and consideration. 
Margee plans to bring the policy back to the Board for further consideration following adoption 
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of the updated model rules by the Washington State Attorney General’s Office, which is 
anticipated in fall 2026. 

Discussion ensued regarding the amount the requestor is willing to pay; the Board members' 
request for a SRCAA email address; and a request that staff advise the Board members of specific 
records requests. 

2. Michelle Fossum provided an overview of the Washington State Attorney General’s Office 
proposed updates to the Public Records Act Model Rules and explained the increasing volume 
and complexity of public records requests statewide. The proposed rules are intended to improve 
response times and encourage agencies to prioritize simpler requests so they are not delayed by 
large or complex requests. She noted that SRCAA will need to carefully consider how requests are 
categorized and prioritized to ensure the process is fair and consistent. 

Fossum discussed proposed changes related to closure letters, which establish the date for the 
one-year statute of limitations for a requester to file a Public Records Act lawsuit, and third-party 
notification requirements when requested records may affect the rights of others. Additional 
proposed provisions address the handling of government-related records maintained on personal 
devices. 

Fossum also reviewed recent legislative changes and court cases affecting public records and 
emphasized the importance of following applicable requirements. She also reminded Board 
members to avoid serial or “rolling” meetings, which can occur through a series of 
communications among Board members that collectively result in discussion or decision-making 
outside of a properly noticed public meeting. It was noted that emails regarding Board matters 
will include a “DO NOT RESPOND TO ALL” reminder from Fossum to help prevent inadvertent 
violations of the Open Public Meetings Act. 

Discussion ensued.  
 
ADVISORY COUNCIL REPORT  
Ron Edgar provided the Advisory Council report. The Advisory Council met fewer times due to summer 
schedules and received an update from the Executive Director. The Council was also briefed on the 
Agency’s Commute Trip Reduction Program and its participation in the program. Discussion included the 
Public Records Request policy, including questions regarding access to personal information. The Council 
also received a presentation on the Washington Clean Air report. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT  
There were no public comments. 
 
ACTION ITEMS 

1. Consent Agenda 
a. Approval of the July 7, 2026 Board Minutes 

b. Approval of Vouchers for July 2026, numbered 14596 - 14615, 14620 - 14631, and 14636 
- 14641 with Claims totaling $109,703.23 and Payroll numbered 14616, and 14635 with 
EFTs totaling $166,183.56 – for a Grand Total of $275,886.79 

 

Ben Wick moved to approve the Consent Agenda as presented, and Tom Brattebo seconded it. The 
motion passed unanimously.  
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2. Resolution 26-10 – A Resolution Updating The Commute Trip Reduction Program For Spokane 
Regional Clean Air Agency 

Ben Wick moved to approve Resolution No 26-10 as presented, and Tom Brattebo seconded it. The 
motion passed unanimously.  

 
STAFF REPORTS 

1. April Westby reported that July was an unusually active month for wildfire smoke, with PM2.5 
exceeding the federal health standard three times, reaching a Very Unhealthy AQI of 206 on July 
17 and Unhealthy for Sensitive Groups levels on July 21 and 23. These were the earliest 
exceedances of this magnitude recorded by the Agency, with only three July exceedances 
documented since 1999. Air quality alerts were issued during the events, including a public health 
alert from the Spokane Regional Health District on July 17, when conditions briefly reached the 
Hazardous category on the AirNow cast. Additional exceedances occurred August 1–5, reaching 
the Unhealthy category. The events generated significant public and media interest, and heavy 
website traffic caused a temporary outage. Staff is working on improvements to prevent future 
outages. Board members requested that they be added to an email when there are exceedances 
across the county. Lisa will add them to the subscribers list and explained the alert systems, 
including different agencies. 

The seven Washington Local Clean Air Agencies selected Capitol Path Consulting as their shared 
lobbyist. Initial efforts will focus on Ecology funding issues, followed by outreach to state 
legislators and the Governor’s Office. Discussion ensued. 

The Agency hired two new inspectors, with one starting in August and the second expected to 
begin in September. Both will initially work in the source registration program. 

April requested that the Board excuse her absence from the September 3 meeting, with Michelle 
Zernick presiding in her absence. The September meeting is expected to include a public hearing 
on the housekeeping rulemaking and presentation of year-end financial information. 

2. Lisa Woodard reported that the July wildfire smoke events generated significant media interest, 
including multiple interviews. Community outreach continued through neighborhood council 
presentations, Settlers Day, summer camps, and other events, with strong interest in wildfire 
smoke information and available resources. Lisa also noted that recent wildfires provide an 
opportunity to increase public education regarding asbestos associated with burned structures. 
The Smoke Ready campaign is underway with billboards, public service announcements, digital 
and social media content, and translated wildfire smoke and heart health materials developed in 
partnership with the Spokane Regional Health District. AQI stickers and other educational 
materials are also being distributed throughout the community. Upcoming outreach includes 
Kiwanis, Unity in the Community, Paws in the Pool, a health symposium, neighborhood council 
meetings, and Valleyfest. 

There was discussion regarding how SRCAA, Spokane City, and Spokane County could work 
together, noting which addresses have completed their NOI so the homeowner can get their 
demo permit.  

3. Derek Aubrey provided an overview of the asbestos cleanup and permitting process for wildfire-
damaged properties. Staff will be available at the Disaster Assistance Center (DAC) to answer 
questions and assist homeowners, builders, and the public. SRCAA has also updated existing 
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wildfire asbestos fact sheets to reflect the recent fires and current information. Derek reported 
coordinating with Waste Management, Sunshine Disposal, the County, and the City regarding 
debris disposal requirements and procedures. 

To help expedite rebuilding, April has waived NOI fees and waiting periods for wildfire-related 
properties. Derek reviewed the required steps for debris cleanup, including completion of an 
asbestos survey by an AHERA certified building inspector. For structures that were destroyed, an 
alternate asbestos survey using grid-based ash sampling is required. If asbestos is identified, an 
alternate work plan and a Washington State accredited asbestos contractor are required; 
homeowners may not perform the abatement themselves. If testing does not identify asbestos, 
property owners may proceed with cleanup under the applicable requirements. 

Derek also reviewed disposal requirements, noting that wildfire debris containing asbestos must 
be taken to the Graham Road Landfill and properly packaged, including 6-mil plastic or double-
bagging (“burrito wrapping”). Waste facilities will require documentation of asbestos testing 
before accepting debris. Property owners may also choose to presume the debris contains 
asbestos and have it handled by an accredited asbestos abatement contractor. 

There was discussion focused on potential bottlenecks in the wildfire debris cleanup and 
rebuilding process. The Board discussed whether asbestos testing laboratories have sufficient 
capacity to handle the anticipated increase in samples and whether additional laboratories 
may be needed. Other topics included the potential use of out-of-state AHERA certified 
inspectors, expanding public outreach through social media, and possible federal MOTCA 
funding assistance for lower-income property owners needing asbestos surveys and cleanup. 
Derek also plans to develop a policy addressing situations in which homeowners hired a 
company they reasonably believed was a certified asbestos abatement contractor. Board 
members requested that SRCAA’s wildfire asbestos fact be distributed to them so they can 
help share the information. The Board also discussed whether SRCAA could be reimbursed for 
waiving NOI fees. 

4. John Conklin gave an overview of permitting activities for July, reporting four completed 
NOCs for Rogers HS, Speedway #2194, Seaport Steel, and Collins Aerospace, along with one 
completed PSP permit for Peak Sand and Gravel. There was one new NOC application 
received from RWC Group. John noted ongoing PSPs/NOCs are Tierpoint, Central PreMix - 
Sullivan, Central PreMix - Crestline, Spokane Kitchen Center, Qualterra, and Mercer Mass. In 
addition, there are two NOCs in draft for Novation and Mercer Mass. Engineering is 
continuing to review Kaiser Aluminum’s AOP. They sent Waste Energy a complete application 
letter; the TOPS report was submitted for Title V permit status report to the EPA. In addition, 
the engineers are continuing with emission reporting for registration and the AOP program. 
John reported that, following the wildfires, he reviewed the fire perimeter maps to identify 
regulated sources that may have been affected. One AOP source, Northside Landfill, was 
directly impacted. Northside Landfill notified the Agency that its equipment was offline; 
however, the landfill system remains sealed, and city staff is monitoring for potential gas 
leakage. The facility anticipated restoring power by August 7. John advised Northside Landfill 
that any excess emissions could be reported through the email notification provided to the 
Agency, with follow-up to occur as needed. Two registered sources were also within the fire 
area, but no additional action is currently required; staff may follow up with those sources 
regarding any potential permitting needs. 
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5. Mark Rowe gave an overview of air monitoring data for June, he reported that the Air Quality 
Index (AQI) was in the Good category on all but one day in June. On June 15, the AQI was 51 
(Moderate), based on a 24-hour PM2.5 concentration of 9.6 µg/m³ at Spokane–Sprague & Haven. 
The maximum ozone and PM10 AQI values were 49 and 45, respectively, both recorded June 16 
and just below the Moderate threshold. Ozone was the predominant pollutant on 27 days in 
June. Year-to-date, the highest daily AQI was 80 (Moderate), based on PM2.5 recorded January 1. 
As of the end of June, there were 146 Good AQI days and 35 Moderate days in 2026. 

Mark also provided an update on recent wildfire smoke impacts. On July 16 and 17, smoke from a 
rapidly developing fire in southeast Washington, carried by strong southwest winds, resulted in 
Very Unhealthy air quality across the monitoring network. Additional Unhealthy for Sensitive 
Groups conditions occurred July 21 and 23 due primarily to smoke transported from the Kaiser 
Canyon and Modrite fires. Later in the month, smoke from numerous regional fires, carried by 
northwest winds, continued to affect air quality. He noted that smoke from the Old Trails Fire on 
August 1 did not reach the monitoring sites, although conditions remained uncertain. 

The air quality remained in the Unhealthy for Sensitive Groups range, with additional air quality 
alerts and Red Flag Warnings possible due to forecast winds and ongoing wildfire activity. A Stage 
2 burn ban was issued, prohibiting outdoor burning and the use of woodstoves countywide until 
further notice. Staff will reassess the restrictions when air quality improves, and conditions are 
expected to remain improved for more than a few days. 

6. Michelle Zernick gave an overview of SRCAA's financials. She reported that year-end financial 
closeout has been delayed due to competing priorities, including recent hiring efforts. She is 
working to complete the FY26 year-end financials and present them to the Advisory Council 
before bringing them to the Board next month. She also reported that preliminary information 
indicates health insurance costs will remain about the same, with the possibility of a slight 
decrease; final figures will be provided once the signed resolutions are located and reviewed. She 
will continue to work through two large batches of public records requests and has begun 
preparations for the upcoming audit, which remains scheduled to begin in late September. 

 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
There was no executive session. 
 
BOARD QUESTIONS OR CONCERNS 
There will be a quorum for the next board meeting at 9:30 a.m., Thursday, September 3, 2026. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
The board meeting was adjourned at 11:16 a.m. 
 
 
 ________________________________________ 
 Commissioner Al French, Chair 
 
 
 ________________________________________ 

April Westby, Executive Director 


