
 

Board Meeting Minutes 
SRCAA Monthly Board of Directors Meeting 

1610 S Technology Blvd Suite 101 

 

July 9, 2026   9:30 a.m. 
 
 

BOARD MEMBER ATTENDEES STAFF MEMBER ATTENDEES 
Al French, County Commissioner, Chair April Westby, Executive Director 
Jim Simon, City of Spokane  Engineering Manager 
 Representative, Vice Chair – ZOOM Derek Aubrey, Compliance Manager  
Ben Wick, City of Spokane Valley Michelle Zernick, Finance & HR Manager 
 Council Member Mark Rowe, Monitoring Section Manager 
Tom Brattebo, Member at Large John Conklin, Air Quality Engineer, PE 
   Margee Chambers, Air Resource Specialist 
 
ABSENT OTHER ATTENDEES 
Terri Cooper, Mayor of Medical Lake,  Michelle Fossum, Legal Counsel 
 Small Cities & Towns Representative  Viktoria Lyfar, County Commissioner Assistant – ZOOM 
Lisa Woodard, Communications/Outreach 
 Manager 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL 9:30 a.m. 
 
WORK SESSION 
1. Margee Chambers presented an overview of the Agency’s voluntary Commute Trip Reduction (CTR) 
Program, highlighting its history, purpose, and recognition for promoting alternative commuting 
options. The presentation reviewed current program elements, including employee transportation 
incentives, commute tracking, and participation benefits. Staff also outlined proposed updates to the 
CTR program, including administrative revisions, the addition of work-from-home as a commute 
option, clarification of transportation subsidy provisions, and lowering the eligibility threshold for the 
transportation subsidy from 60% to 50% of working days. Staff indicated that the updated CTR 
program and corresponding resolution will be presented to the Board for future consideration. 
 
ADVISORY COUNCIL REPORT  
Ron Edgar was absent, as the June 25th Advisory Council meeting was cancelled.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT  
There were no public comments. 
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ACTION ITEMS 
1. Consent Agenda 

a. Approval of the June 4, 2026 Board Minutes 

b. Approval of Vouchers for June 2026, numbered 14548 - 14554, 14556 - 14586 and 
14588 - 14595 with Claims totaling $133,979.84 and Payroll numbered 14555 and 
14587 with EFTs totaling $154,727.42 – for a Grand Total of $288,707.26 

Ben Wick moved to approve the Consent Agenda as presented, and Tom Brattebo seconded it. With 
Board member Cooper abstaining.  

 
2. Resolution 26-08 – A Resolution Authorizing The Executive Director of SRCAA To Delegate 

Decision-Making Authorities And Responsibilities To Staff 

Ben Wick moved to approve Resolution No 26-08 as presented, and Tom Brattebo seconded it. The 
motion passed unanimously.  
 
PUBLIC HEARING ITEMS 

1. Resolution 26-09 – In The Matter Of Entering Into A Professional Services Contract With Joe 
Southwell, Independent Contractor For FY27 

There were no public comments. Ben Wick moved to approve Resolution No 26-09 as presented, and 
Tom Brattebo seconded it. The motion passed unanimously.  
 
STAFF REPORTS 

1. April Westby gave an overview of the Executive Director's report for June. She reported that the 
Agency’s revised Public Records Request Policy will be presented to the Board for approval at 
the next meeting, along with refresher training on the Open Public Meetings Act and Public 
Records Act during the Work Session. Staff also provided an update on efforts by the seven 
Washington local clean air agencies to jointly retain a lobbyist, noting that proposals have been 
received and interviews are planned, with a funding request expected to come before the Board 
in the coming months. The Agency’s new IT provider has begun transitioning services and 
assessing the Agency’s technology infrastructure. The Agency is also recruiting to fill two 
inspector vacancies, with hiring anticipated by late summer. There has been an increase in large 
public records requests requiring significant staff resources. Additionally, plans to purchase and 
install a ceilometer at the Colbert monitoring site through an Inflation Reduction Act grant, and 
revisions to the employee Performance Development Plan process to streamline annual 
evaluations beginning in FY27. 

2. Lisa Woodard was not in attendance.  
3. Derek Aubrey gave an overview of compliance activities for June. The compliance department is 

down to three inspectors. On the 4th of July weekend, there were no burning complaints. 
Inspectors completed 20 source inspections with a 77% compliance rate. A total of 69 
complaints were received. There are still complaints coming in for the goat farm south of 
Spokane. No report of violation has been reported by staff. There were 69 Notices of Intent for 
asbestos projects, with 65% non-owner-occupied projects. Four Notices of Violation were 
issued. The Glen Dow Building for asbestos, POE Asphalt for opacity, a demolished structure in 
Elokia Lake, and a short fill tube at a gas station. SRCAA collected $4,200.00 in penalties, and just 
under $10K was sent to collections. 
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4. John Conklin gave an overview of permitting activities for June. The Board was informed of a 
project at TierPoint Data Center that involves the installation of five additional generators. 
The public notice will end on July 15th. Discussion ensued. John also reported three NOCs 
were completed for National Color Graphics, Spokane County Facilities, and Wagstaff. There 
were three completed PSP permits for Peak Sand and Gravel, Ergon Asphalt, and DeAtley 
Crushing. Five new NOC applications were received from TierPoint, Central PreMix Sullivan, 
Central PreMix Crestline, Seaport Steel, and 7-Eleven, and one PSP application for Peak Sand 
& Gravel. John noted ongoing PSPs/NOCs are Novation, Spokane Kitchen Center, Qualterra, 
Mercer Mass, Spokane Public Schools (Rogers HS), and Collins Aerospace. Engineering 
activities, including planning Initial Compliance Inspections (ICIs), ongoing review of the 
Kaiser Aluminum AOP, review of WEIRs submittals, issuance of renewal notifications for the 
WTE and GTN 6 Air Operating Permits, annual registration form quality assurance, and 
continued development of the new source testing tracking module within the agency 
database. 

5. Mark Rowe gave an overview of air monitoring data for May. He reported that seasonal ozone 
monitoring began at the Greenbluff and Turnbull monitoring sites on May 1 and will continue 
through September. Ozone was the predominant pollutant on 27 days during the month, with 
the highest daily AQI of 70 – Moderate, recorded on May 12 at the Greenbluff monitoring 
station. The highest PM10 AQI was 56 - Moderate, and the highest PM2.5 AQI was 51 -
Moderate, both recorded at the Spokane–Augusta & Fiske monitoring site. The AQI was in the 
Good category on 25 days and Moderate on 6 days during May. Year-to-date, Spokane County 
has recorded 117 Good AQI days and 34 Moderate AQI days, with the highest AQI of the year 
remaining 80 - Moderate, recorded on January 1 at the Colbert monitoring station. 

6. Michelle Zernick gave an overview of SRCAA's financials. She reported that FY27 has been 
established and implementation is underway. Local assessment notices were distributed in early 
July, reflecting no overall rate increase, although some jurisdictions experienced adjustments 
based on updated population and property valuations. Staff will present the final FY26 financial 
statements in September following completion of year-end cost allocations, accruals, and payroll 
processing. Preparations for the 2024–2025 audit will begin in August, with fieldwork scheduled 
for late September or early October, and a Board member will be invited to participate in the 
audit process. Successful collection of nearly all registration revenues, with only ten closed 
sources and two unpaid sources remaining, both of which will be addressed through 
enforcement actions. In addition, the FY26 CORE grant was finalized, all eligible reimbursement 
requests were submitted, and the Agency received the full grant reimbursement despite delays 
associated with the state reporting system. 

 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
There was no executive session. 
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BOARD QUESTIONS OR CONCERNS 
There will be a quorum for the next board meeting at 9:30 a.m., Thursday, August 6, 2026. 
Commissioner French will not be present but is hoping to be able to attend remotely.  
 
ADJOURNMENT 
The board meeting was adjourned at 10:09 a.m. 
 
 
 ________________________________________ 
 Commissioner Al French, Chair 
 
 
 ________________________________________ 
 April Westby, Executive Director 


