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SpokaneCleanAir.org

March 5, 2026 9:30 a.m.

BOARD MEMBER ATTENDEES

Viktoria Lyfar, County Commissioner
Assistant (Alternate) - ZOOM

Jim Simon, City of Spokane
Representative, Vice Chair —ZOOM

Ben Wick, City of Spokane Valley
Council Member

Tom Brattebo, Member at Large

Terri Cooper, Mayor of Medical Lake,
Small Cities & Towns Representative

ABSENT
Al French, County Commissioner, Chair
John Conklin, Air Quality Engineer, PE

STAFF MEMBER ATTENDEES

April Westby, Executive Director
Engineering Manager

Michelle Zernick, Finance & HR Manager

Derek Aubrey, Compliance Manager

Mark Rowe, Monitoring Section Manager

Lisa Woodard, Communications/Outreach

Manager

OTHER ATTENDEES
Ron Edgar, Advisory Council
Michelle Fossum, Legal Counsel

CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL 9:30 a.m.

ADVISORY COUNCIL REPORT
Ron Edgar reported on the Advisory Council. They received the Executive Director’s report and a
mid-year financial report. Members discussed the upcoming budget retreat, to which the
Advisory Council has been invited. The discussion also included the potential impacts of carbon
pricing on the regional waste-to-energy facility and concerns about how the Department of
Ecology may implement regulations affecting overburdened communities. Members noted
uncertainty regarding how these policies may affect local air quality standards and potential
future strategies for addressing fine particulate matter.

PUBLIC COMMENT
There were no public comments.

ACTION ITEMS
1. Consent Agenda
a. Approval of the February 5, 2026 Board Minutes
b. Approval of Vouchers for February 2026, numbered 14415 - 14421, 14423 - 14442 and
14444 - 14454 with Claims totaling $79,436.88 and Payroll numbered 14422 and
14443 with EFTs totaling $158,875.65 — for a Grand Total of $238,312.53

Ben Wick moved to approve the Consent Agenda as presented and Terri Cooper seconded it. The
motion passed unanimously.
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2. Resolution 26-03 — A Resolution Appointing One Member to The Spokane Regional Clean Air
Agency Advisory Council To Represent Public Health

There were no public comments. Terri Cooper moved to approve Resolution No. 26-03 as presented
and Ben Wick second it. The motion passed unanimously.

STAFF REPORTS

1. April Westby gave an overview of the Executive Director's report. SRCAA has received the state
portion of the CORE grant totaling $75,000 for the two-year period, representing a 65%
reduction from previous funding levels, while the federal portion remains pending. State Air
Directors are continuing legislative outreach regarding the impacts of funding reductions.
Discussion ensued. April continues to participate in weekly legislative update calls and is
monitoring legislation affecting SRCAA, including a bill related to the City of Spokane Waste-to-
Energy facility’s phase-in plan to comply with the Climate Commitment Act. SRCAA submitted
comments on Ecology’s proposed regulation addressing air quality in overburdened
communities and joined other local agencies in submitting a statewide comment letter. Wick
and Cooper would like a copy of the letter. The 2026 Clean Air Award was presented to Dish
Technologies Spokane on February 5 for emissions reduction efforts. Staff is preparing an RFP
for a new IT services contract, with release planned for March 16 and contractor selection
anticipated at the June Board meeting. Work has begun on the FY27 budget, including
development of a preliminary draft and evaluation of potential funding impacts, and a budget
retreat is proposed following the April 2 Board meeting.

2. Lisa Woodard reported on recent education and outreach activities, including a Family Science
Night at Riverside Elementary and continued classroom outreach with Mead School District fifth-
grade teachers. PurpleAir sensors are being distributed to schools that participated in the
December teacher training. Communications efforts included regular website updates and
exploration of a new air quality chart feature for the Current Air Quality webpage. The Clean Air
Award was presented to Dish Technologies Spokane on February 5, with related media coverage
and upcoming newsletter features. Outreach for the wood stove changeout program and Burn
Wise campaign continued through radio, print, and social media. Planning is underway for Clean
Air Month and the annual Poster Contest. Staff also reported on upcoming school and
community outreach events scheduled through April. Viktoria Lyfar requested that Lisa
coordinate with Spokane County’s education and outreach department so they can help
promote Smoke Ready Week.

3. Derek Aubrey presented the February compliance statistics. Inspectors completed 37 source
inspections with a 62% in compliance rate. A total of 45 complaints were received, 20 related to
outdoor burning, and 6 for odor complaints. Staff initiated 3 outdoor burns. Notices of Intent for
asbestos projects had 51% non-owner-occupied and 49% owner-occupied projects. Fifteen
Notices of Violation were issued, with the majority being asbestos-related. Approximately
$16,000 in penalties were collected, and there were two PCHB cases. One PCHB was settled, and
one was closed. Cooper commented that she would like to see a coordinated effort to assist
Gray Wildfire victims with cleanup and completion of required Notices of Intent. Discussion
ensued. Wick had concerns regarding three high schools' annual inspections being marked as
“investigation”. Derek explained that these were likely combustion tests submitted. SCADS
currently does not have a better title in the database to use.
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4. April Westby reported on recent engineering activity, including completion of NOC reviews
for Deaconess, Krueger Sheet Metal, Land O’Lakes, The Body Shop, Spokane Metals, and
Holly Energy, covering equipment such as emergency generators, baghouses, cyclones, paint
booths, and fuel loading infrastructure. New applications were received from Sunbelt
Solomon, and staff continue work on projects including RW Fab, Mercer Mass (permit
revisions), Collins Aerospace, and Qualterra. Permits for Kaiser Aluminum, Alutek, and AAA
Cabinets are currently in the comment stage, and work continues on the AOP renewal for
Kaiser Aluminum. Engineers are also reviewing annual registration reports submitted by
approximately 580 regulated sources. Information on permits received or under review is
available on the agency’s website.

5. Mark Rowe reported that the highest daily Air Quality Index (AQl) in January was 80 (Moderate),
recorded January 1 at the Colbert monitoring station, based on a 24-hour PM2.5 concentration
of 24.8 ug/m3. The highest PM10 AQl was 39 (Good), recorded January 27 at the Colbert
monitoring station. Air Stagnation Advisories were in effect from December 29 through January
1 and January 15 through January 20. AQl levels were Good for 16 days and Moderate for 15
days during the month. Discussion ensued.

6. Michelle Zernick presented the January Treasurer’s Report and revenue update. The majority of
January revenue came from local assessments, with approximately $280,000 billed and
$192,000 received during the month; nearly all remaining payments were received in February.
Local assessments are billed on a calendar-year basis while the agency operates on a fiscal-year
budget, with the final FY26 assessment billing of approximately $280,000 scheduled for April.
Fee-based program revenues included AOP payments and NOC fees, while the annual
registration program billed approximately $650,000 in January and continues to receive steady
payments. January expenses were primarily salaries and benefits, along with operating costs and
program-related expenses. Staff also reported on year-to-date budget activity and noted that
fee-based programs are performing well. Work has begun on the FY27 budget, with a full budget
packet expected for Board review next month and a budget retreat planned to focus on General
Fund considerations.

EXECUTIVE SESSION
There was no executive session.

BOARD QUESTIONS OR CONCERNS

There will be a quorum for the next board meeting at 9:30 a.m., Thursday, March 5, 2026.

The Board will be available for the Budget Retreat following the meeting

Terri Cooper will not be present. She will try to appoint someone and or make a possible Zoom
appearance for both the Board and the Retreat meetings, given there is no overlap in scheduled
meetings with the time change.

ADJOURNMENT
The board meeting was adjourned at 10:35 a.m.

Commissioner Al French, Chair

April Westby, Executive Director



