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Board Meeting Minutes 1610 5. Technology Bivd., Suite 101

Spokane "';\\\‘S ) . Spokane, WA 99224
ClgeegcﬁatAirl SRCAA Monthly Board of Dlrectc.>rs Meeting SpokaneCleanAirorg
gency 1610 S Technology Blvd Suite 101
February 5, 2026 9:30 a.m.
BOARD MEMBER ATTENDEES STAFF MEMBER ATTENDEES
Jim Simon, City of Spokane April Westby, Executive Director
Representative, Vice Chair Engineering Manager
Ben Wick, City of Spokane Valley Michelle Zernick, Finance & HR Manager
Council Member Derek Aubrey, Compliance Manager
Tom Brattebo, Member at Large Mark Rowe, Monitoring Section Manager
Viktoria Lyfar, County Commissioner Lisa Woodard, Communications/Outreach
Assistant (Alternate) Manager
Margee Chambers, Air Resource Specialist
John Conklin, Air Quality Engineer, PE
ABSENT OTHER ATTENDEES
Al French, County Commissioner, Chair Ron Edgar, Advisory Council

Michelle Fossum, Legal Counsel
CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL 9:30 a.m.

WORK SESSION

1. Michelle Zernick presented the FY26 mid-year financial report for the period July 1 through
December 31, 2025. Total year-to-date funding is $1.69 million compared to a $3.24 million
approved budget, and expenditures total $1.56 million against a $3.47 million approved budget.
The Agency remains financially stable and operating within budget. No CORE grant funding has
been received to date, though $177,000 was budgeted for FY26. Ozone and Project Reserve
funds have been used to offset anticipated shortfalls; however, this is not a sustainable long-
term solution. Remaining FY26 grant funding totals approximately $491,041. Fee-based
programs are largely on track toward cost recovery, and the NOC program is undergoing a fee
revision. Preliminary FY27 budget planning is underway, and a budget workshop was
recommended to align priorities given ongoing uncertainty surrounding CORE funding. Ben Wick
asked for some bullet points to take to the legislature with him.

2. Derek Aubrey presented the Board with an overview of the Solid Fuel Burning Device Program,
outlining the purpose of burn bans during periods of elevated PM2.5 levels and explaining the
criteria for Stage 1 and Stage 2 burn bans. He reviewed exemption categories, compliance and
enforcement procedures, opacity standards, complaint response trends, retail inspection
requirements, and Lisa added the ongoing education and outreach efforts focused on promoting
cleaner burning practices and public awareness. Discussion ensued.
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ADVISORY COUNCIL REPORT
Ron Edgar reported on the Advisory Council’s first meeting of the year, which included review of
procedural updates and the election of officers. Ron Edgar was re-elected as Vice Chair. The
Council reviewed its meeting schedule and agreed that meetings may be canceled if no
substantive agenda items are identified, with potential combined meetings around the
Thanksgiving and Christmas holidays. The Executive Director’s report and a presentation on solid
fuel burning were provided, generating discussion, including impacts to overburdened
communities and potential state control measures. One Advisory Council membership issue was
noted, as an interested individual was determined ineligible due to residency requirements, and
efforts are underway to fill the vacant position.

PUBLIC COMMENT
There were no public comments.

ACTION ITEMS
1. Consent Agenda
a. Approval of the January 8, 2026 Board Minutes

b. Approval of Vouchers for January 2026, numbered 14380 - 14382, 14384 - 14405 and
14407 - 14414 with Claims totaling $39,691.15 and Payroll numbered 14383 and
14406 with EFTs totaling $168,894.35 — for a Grand Total of $208,585.50

Tom Brattebo moved to approve the Consent Agenda as presented and Ben Wick seconded it. The
motion passed unanimously.

2. Resolution 26-01 — A Resolution Amending Spokane Regional Clean Air Agency Board of
Directors By-Laws

Ben Wick moved to approve Resolution 26-01 as presented and Tom Brattebo seconded it. The motion
passed unanimously.

PUBLIC HEARING ITEMS
1. Resolution 26-02 — A Resolution Adopting Consolidated Fee Schedule Increases for: Sections
10.07 Notice of Construction & Portable Source Permit Fees and 10.08 Miscellaneous Fees.

Margee Chambers went over the consolidated fee schedule increase PowerPoint, discussion ensued.
There were no public comments. Ben Wick moved to approve Resolution 26-02 as presented and Tom
Brattebo second it. The motion passed unanimously.

STAFF REPORTS
1. April Westby gave an overview of the Executive Director's report for February. She reported no
new developments regarding delayed federal and state CORE grant funding and noted that State
Air Directors have prepared a legislative outreach document outlining potential impacts of
funding reductions. April is participating in weekly legislative update calls and monitoring
relevant legislative bills. Ecology is holding an informal comment period through February 15 on
its proposed regulation addressing Air Quality in Overburdened Communities Highly Impacted by
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Air Pollution; SRCAA has prepared comments and is coordinating with other affected local
agencies. The 2026 Clean Air Award will be presented on February 5 at the annual Commute Trip
Reduction luncheon. The Small Cities & Towns Board position remains in process, with ballots
due in mid-February and appointment anticipated for the March Board meeting. A new Public
Health representative will need to be appointed to the Advisory Council to meet residency
requirements under the Washington Clean Air Act. And preliminary FY27 budget planning has
begun, including evaluation of potential impacts from grant funding reductions. The Board was
asked to consider scheduling a Board and Advisory Council retreat this year.

2. Lisa Woodard reported on recent education and outreach activities for January, including STEAM
and STEM events held on January 29 at Ness Elementary and Sunrise Elementary.
Communication efforts included the distribution of the On the Air e-newsletter to 1,412
subscribers, a Compliance Assistance newsletter to 1,066 subscribers, and ongoing website
updates. The Annual Clean Air Award script has been finalized, with promotion planned through
social media, news release, webpage, and print advertising. Wood stove changeout program
outreach continues through radio, television, print, social media, and local newsletter
placements, and related media interviews aired on KHQ and KPBX. Planning is underway for
Clean Air Month and the annual Poster Contest. Upcoming outreach includes coordination with
Mead School District for classroom air quality programs. STEM/STEAM events in February and
March include Riverside Elementary School, Centennial Middle School, and the Eastern
Washington Regional Science Fair.

3. Derek Aubrey presented the January compliance statistics. Inspectors completed 30 source
inspections with an 81% compliance rate. A total of 40 complaints were received, primarily
related to outdoor burning and solid fuel burning devices. Staff received 65 Notices of Intent for
asbestos projects, with 57% non-owner-occupied and 43% owner-occupied projects. Two
Notices of Violation were issued, and approximately $14,000 in penalties were collected.

4. John Conklin reported that in January SRCAA received two gas station applications for
Market at Midway and 7-Eleven, seven NOC applications, and one PSP permit application.

NOC applications included Kaiser Aluminum, Krueger Sheet Metal, Spokane Metals, The Body
Shop in Rockford, Aeroflite (determined not to require an NOC), Land O’Lakes/Purina, and
Collins Aerospace. Three NOC/PSP projects remain under review, including RW Fab and two
Mercer Mass projects. Two projects, MultiCare Deaconess Hospital and Holly Energy, are in
draft or comment stages. A synthetic minor order was issued to Collins Aerospace as part of
its expansion, another is in development for Holly Energy, and Kaiser Aluminum has
submitted an AOP application.

5. Mark Rowe provided a summary of December air quality. The highest daily AQl was 60
(Moderate) on December 31 at Augusta & Fiske in Spokane, with a corresponding PM2.5 24-
hour average of 14.0 pg/m?3. The highest PM10 AQl was 22 (Good), recorded December 13 and
31 at the same location. An Air Stagnation Advisory was in effect from December 29 through
January 1. During December, AQl levels were Good on 24 days and Moderate on 7 days. Year-to-
date totals for 2025 include 217 Good days, 145 Moderate days, and 3 Unhealthy for Sensitive
Groups days.

6. Michelle Zernick reported that three additional ballots are needed to reach a majority for the
Small Cities and Towns Board position election, with ballots required to be postmarked by
February 11, 2026. Work continues on finalizing the employee handbook, with completion
anticipated by the end of February. As budget development begins, the agency will also initiate
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the bid process for renewal of its IT contract. Annual registration revenue billing issued January
5, 2026, is currently being collected.

EXECUTIVE SESSION
There was no executive session.

BOARD QUESTIONS OR CONCERNS
There will be a quorum for the next board meeting at 9:30 a.m., Thursday, March 5, 2026.

ADJOURNMENT
The board meeting was adjourned at 10:41 a.m.

Commissioner Al French, Chair

April Westby, Executive Director



