
 

Board Meeting Minutes 
SRCAA Monthly Board of Directors Meeting 
Spokane Clean Air In-Person and Remote 

 

January 9, 2025   9:30 a.m. 
 
 

BOARD MEMBER ATTENDEES STAFF MEMBER ATTENDEES 
Al French, County Commissioner, Chair April Westby, Executive Director 
Rod Higgins, City of Spokane Valley  Engineering Manager 
Tom Brattebo, Member at Large John Conklin, Engineer 
  Derek Aubrey, Compliance Manager 
 Mark Rowe, Monitoring Section Manager 
   Lisa Woodard, Communications/Outreach  
ABSENT Manager 
Jim Simon, City of Spokane 
 Representative, Vice Chair OTHER ATTENDEES 
Chris Grover, Mayor of Cheney, Small Michelle Fossum, Legal Counsel 
 Cities & Towns Representative Ron Edgar, Advisory Council 
  Brad Wiley, Highline Grain 
 
CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL 9:30 a.m. 
 
WORK SESSION 

1. Derek gave a presentation on the restricted burn areas (RBA). He clarified reasonable 
alternatives to burning (WAC 173-425-040(5) and showed a map of the no-burn area expansion 
(1973 vs 2009) and the outdoor burning boundaries. Agencies that administer burning programs are: 
SRCAA, Spokane County Noxious Weed Control Board, WA DNR, and Fire Districts #2, 5, 11, and 
12. All land clearing fires have been banned since 2010 except for a permit from DNR for a 
residential land clearing of a parcel that is 5 acres or larger and less than one acre is being cleared 
for a house or shop. Yard and debris burning is not allowed for improved property. You may get a 
permit to burn yard debris if you are in fire districts #2, 5, 11, or 12. Storm and flood debris fires are 
by permit only. Those permits are $200. French suggested adding wildfire debris to the natural 
disaster exceptions. Derek gave an overview of how it could and could not work with the UGA rules if 
they allowed that to happen. Tumbleweed fires are prohibited, but commercial farms may get a 
permit to burn them. Weed abatement is only offered from the Noxious Weed Board with a written 
permit required and very few of these permits are written. French brought up Mt Spokane’s land 
clearing that is “not being allowed to be burned”. Derek has suggested that Mt Spokane put in a 
variance request to burn. April suggested that French to talk with Mt Spokane to start a variance 
request with the Department of Ecology and if they approve it, it will then come to SRCAA and the 
Board can then make a decision. There is a memo in the board packet RE: 2024 Three-Year Review 
for Alternatives to Burning per WAC 173-425-040(5). No changes will be made.  

 

ADVISORY COUNCIL REPORT  
Ron Edgar had nothing to report, as there was no Advisory Council meeting.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT  
There were no public comments. 
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ACTION ITEMS 
1. Consent Agenda 

a. Approval of the December 5, 2024 Board Minutes 

b. Approval of Vouchers for December 2024, numbered 13893 - 13899 and 13902 - 13924 
with Claims totaling $53,124.02 and Payroll numbered 13900, 13901 and 13925 with EFTs 
totaling $165,097.67 – for a Grand Total of $218,221.69 

Rod Higgins moved to approve the Consent Agenda as presented and Tom Brattebo seconded it. 
The motion passed unanimously.  

 c. Resolution 25-01 – A Resolution Amending Spokane Clean Air Agency Board Of 
Directors By-Laws.  

Tom Brattebo moved to approve Resolution No. 25-01 as presented and Rod Higgins seconded it. 
The motion passed unanimously.  

 

PUBLIC HEARING ITEMS 
1. John gave a presentation on the Highline Grain Variance Request. When Highline Grain is 

filling their multiple silos they are not able to meet SRCAA’s 20% opacity limits for 32 bin 
vents, and Highline is likely not able to meet SRCAA’s 20% opacity limits. There are 
additional controls, which are not economically feasible. The opacity that is generated is not 
likely to endanger public health. Highline meets the requirements to obtain a variance.  A 
30-day public notice was placed in The Spokesman-Review, on SRCAA’s website, and 
letters were sent to 20 properties within 500ft of Highline Grain. No public comments were 
received. The water district did call and ask what the letter they received meant, with no 
further questions.  
Board Actions include:  

1. Direct SRCAA to proceed with the variance 
2. Direct SRCAA to collect more information 
3. Deny the variance, or 
4. The Board can give more direction.  

There were no public comments. Rod Higgins moved to adopt direction #1 with the variance as 
presented and Tom Brattebo second it. The motion passed unanimously.  
 
STAFF REPORTS 

1. April gave an overview of the Executive Directors report. SRCAA has finalized all signatures for 
the IRA grant. PM2.5 monitor will be placed in Liberty Lake at Ridgeview HS, five wind sensors 
at existing sites, and a ceilometer to monitor vertical PM distribution. Installation of the ceilometer 
and wind sensors will be in the spring. We are in the final stages of our FY22 & FY23 audit. 
FEMA documents have been signed and submitted for State funding for $7,133. The Alternatives 
to Burning WAC 173-425-050(5) have no new changes for the next three years. SRCAA was 
notified that two applicants were awarded funding through Ecology for the overburden 
community grant. Spokane County will use its funds to chip-seal some unpaved roads in the 
overburdened community. Gonzaga Institute for Climate will use its funds to replace diesel-
powered equipment with electric and they are partnering with Spokane Parks. They also will be  
dispersing 400 portable air cleaners to low-income homes in the overburdened community. The 
State had its first workshop for the rulemaking for the overburdened communities, SRCAA staff 
did attend, and Ecology is setting up meetings with SRCAA to identify areas of pollution.  
French discussed that if SRCAA needs any more funding to cover any costs associated with the 
wildfires, there will be a press conference with the County, Federal government, and Senator 
Murray’s office to apply for some of the $ 44 million CBDG grant money. 

2. Lisa gave an overview of community outreach, school & youth programs, web/social/email, 
news, compliance assistance program, EPA wildfire grant, asbestos, and clean air 
calendar/annual report for December, and upcoming event updates through February. 
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3. Derek gave an overview of compliance activities for November. He is currently working on a 
resolution for the Gray and Oregon wildfires. Inspectors did approximately 60 inspections. On 
NOVs, there were 2 outdoor burning, 4 source related, and 1 appeal. Complaints were steady. 
There have been 13 odor complaints on JT Ranch in Elk due to horse manure. The Agency has 
not detected any problem with odor. Brattebo asked how one deals with an order issue such as 
this manure complaint. Derek explained the different steps that would be taken for different 
scenarios.  

4. April gave an overview of permitting activities for December. There was one new application; 
a large number of applications that staff is still reviewing; the annual registration billing went 
out; and putting together a survey for feedback after an inspection and permits have been 
completed. French knew the rendering plant was no longer rendering, but asked if a new 
operation had replaced them.  Derek told him that they only do the yellow grease. There are 
no new rendering operations that we are aware of in the County. 

5. Mark gave an overview of air monitoring data for November 2024. Daily PM2.5 was elevated 
from the 7th – 10th from strong temperature inversions trapping particulate near ground level. The 
highest value was at 106. On the 29th there was an unknown reason for a spike at the Pines 
location. There was a Stage 1 burn ban in effect from 4 pm on the 7th – 6 am on the 11th.  
April pointed out that our social media sites have highlighted that Spokane had 277 days in 2024 
that were in “good” air quality. Two days in November were over the standard, but it was not a 
regulatory monitoring site, so they are not considered exceedances.   

6. April gave an overview of SRCAA's financials. Michelle is working on the year-end paperwork, 
the documents that need to be finished by the end of January, she is finishing up with the State 
Auditor, and registration billing has recently been sent out by her and her staff.  

 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
There was no executive session. 
 
BOARD QUESTIONS OR CONCERNS 
There will be a quorum for the next board meeting at 9:30 a.m., Thursday, February 6, 2025. This will 
be a joint meeting with the SRCAA Advisory Council. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
The board meeting was adjourned at 10:22 a.m. 
 
 
 ________________________________________ 
 Commissioner Al French, Chair 
 
 
 ________________________________________ 
 April Westby, Executive Director 


